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1. Cultural Multilevel Selection (MLS) Theory
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In the process of the increasing expansion of Rasht city in recent decades, today the central part
of the city, not only in competition with other commercial centers or new urban centers in
Rasht, is not only losing its dominant dominance over the entire space It is a city, but it also
faces many local issues and challenges. One of the most important of these challenges is the
heterogeneity and loss of spatial balance between habitation and activity in the central part of
Rasht city. So that the increase in the field of activity has gradually reduced the quality of
housing in this sector, and the bulk of the uses of this sector are merely commercial,
administrative, service and cultural applications. In terms of city's political economy analysis,
this means overcoming the value of exchange on the value of urban spaces. In fact, traditional
urban spaces, residential neighborhoods, as well as land use structures in the central part of
Rasht have lost some of their spatial advantages during the last decades influenced by the
requirements of economic and social dynamism, and have not been able to rebuild this process.
City maintain or promote them. Therefore, this study first of all seeks to understand that what is
the nature of the physical-spatial dynamics of the central part of Rasht, influenced by what
processes, what dynamics occurred in the framework of which processes and which One of the
factors has had the greatest impact on this dynamics and process.

Methodology
In general, the type of research in this "cognitive-explanatory" research, and its methodological
paradigm / philosophy, will be "positivist-interpretive".

Result and Discussion

Regarding theoretical and empirical literature, and their adaptation to the circumstances and
history of the developments in Rasht, in response to this initial and key research question, which
factors have been influenced by the spatial and physical dynamics of the central part of Rasht?

* Corresponding Author: Email: zanganeh45@yahoo.com
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Among these factors, "factors based on avoiding adverse conditions" were the most important
factors in deciding on the separation and displacement of households and, consequently, the
physical spatial dynamics of the central part of Rasht city. To test this hypothesis, 48 indexes
were selected in 6 categories of selected factors. After collecting information, they were
analyzed by statistical tests. The result of Spearman correlation test showed that according to
the correlation coefficient (0.781), (538/0), (513/0), and Sig (0.000) with a confidence level of
0. 99 and a smaller error level There is a significant relationship between the variables of the
factors based on avoiding undesired conditions, the factors based on positive and desirable
promotion and, to some extent, the factors based on demographic trends, with a tendency to
separation and displacement from the central part of Rasht.

Also, the results of the analyzes show that of the 48 indicators surveyed, 34 indexes had a
significant correlation between direct and reverse significance in relation to the dependent
variable and the relationship with the dependent variable (inclination to separation and
displacement of households) above 0.500 and Sig 0.000. This value of 22 indicators, equivalent
to about 65% of them, is one of the subsets of "Avoidance of adverse conditions" and the other
five factors together account for 35% of the indicators that affect the physical spatial dynamics
of the central part, of which this amount About 21% belong to "positive and desirable
promotion factors" These factors are further related to the "factors that are based on avoiding
unfavorable conditions.”
Therefore, based on the results of this study, it can be concluded that "factors based on avoiding
adverse conditions” are the most important factors in deciding on the separation and
displacement of households and therefore the physical spatial dynamics of the central part of
Rasht city. Second hypothesis: "The structure of the political economy ruling the city of Rasht
through the change in investment cycles, capitalization and the priority of exchange value on the
value of land and property consumption, on the declining trend of the central part of Rasht city
in terms of housing and rehabilitation of the activity spaces of influence Has been a transition.”
According to the findings of the theoretical and practical research, for testing the above
hypothesis, four independent variables (space investment, space depletion, space value and
space exchange value) were identified as the main factor in the structure of the political
economy of the city and a dependent variable "Decline of the central part of Rasht city
regarding resilience and rehabilitation of activity spaces" was used. Spearman correlation test
was used to measure the amount and type of relationship between them. The results of the test
showed that according to the correlation coefficient (0/813), (0/624), (607/0), (0,780), and Sig
(0.000) with a confidence of 0.99 and an error level of less than 0.01 has a strong statistical
relationship between the variables of space investment, space depletion, space consumption
value, and space exchange value with the decline of the central part of Rasht city in terms of the
ability to reside and restructure the activity spaces. Therefore, the structure of the political
economy governing Rasht city, by changing the investment-de-investment cycles and the
priority of the exchange value of the land and property value of land, on the declining trend of
the central part of Rasht city and the rehabilitation of activity spaces.

Conclusion

Therefore, the results of the study showed that "factors based on avoidance of adverse
conditions™ are the most important factors in deciding on the separation and displacement of
households and therefore the physical spatial dynamics of the central part of Rasht city. Also,
based on the findings of this research, it was revealed that the structure of the political economy
ruling the city of Rasht by changing the investment-decadal cycles and the priority of the value
of exchange of land and property value values on the declining trend of the central part of Rasht
city and the rehabilitation of activity spaces has been affected.
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