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Abstract

Examining the issue of social capital on belonging to a place in the neighborhood of Shiraz is very important; Because, if this issue is
ignored in this city, we will witness disappointment, lack of motivation and a decrease in social, economic and cultural activities, which
will affect the progress of the city in deeper dimensions. The purpose of this research is to evaluate the impact of social capital on place
belonging in the neighborhoods of Shiraz city. Therefore, the research question is, what is the status of social capital indicators and the
components of the sense of belonging in the neighborhood of Shiraz city? The research method is descriptive-analytical and its type is
practical. The required information has been collected by two documentary and field methods (questionnaire). The statistical population
of the research includes the citizens of Shiraz city in 2015 (1,569,534 people), and 322 people were selected as the sample size using
Cochran's formula. For statistical operations and data processing, SPSS software and analysis of the results of the questionnaire from t-
test, Pearson's correlation coefficient and regression analysis were used. The results indicate that the status of the social capital indicators
and the components of the sense of belonging to the place are lower than the normal or average level. The results of Pearson's correlation
analysis indicated that the highest correlation and relationship between the social cohesion index and the physical component was obtained
from the dimension of spatial belonging at the rate of 0.731 with a confidence value of p=0.001. Also, the correlation coefficient for the
indicators of participation, trust, sense of security and social cohesion with the spatial belonging dimension was 0.486, 0.685, 0.657 and
0.717, respectively. Also, it was found that from the point of view of social capital, the variables of social cohesion, sense of security and
trust have a significant role and effect on the increase of place belonging in the residential environments of Shiraz city, and the variable of
social cohesion has the most influence with a standard coefficient of 0.384. Is. After that, the priority of the beta coefficient or the
standardized regression weight of the trust index was 0.232 and the sense of security index was 0.213.

Keywords: social capital, place belonging, neighborhood environment, Shiraz city.

Citation: Mohammadebrahimi Jahromi, M.(2023). Evaluating the impact of social capital on place belonging in
neighborhood environments(Case study: Shiraz city). Journal of Sustainable Architecture and Environment, Vol 1, No
2, Shiraz, PP 47-62.

* Corresponding author: Mahshid Mohammadebrahimi Jahromi, Email: : m.ebrahimi_arch@pnu.ac.ir,
Tel: +989177921176


https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jsae

Sustainable Architecture and Environment, Vol 1, No 2, Summer 2023 48

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Increasing urbanization will cause 60% of people to live in cities by 2050. In the meantime, the growing
trend of housing demand due to solving the problem of land and housing and the development of a one-
dimensional and quantitative approach to residential environments as a thought arising from the social
and economic contexts of contemporary Iran has led to the current culture of architecture and urban
planning does not pay due attention to the fundamental issue of the quality of the residential environment
in its real sense. The approach considered in most urban spaces is a one-dimensional approach in which
only the construction of residential spaces, the quantitative observance of urban standards and ignoring
the quality standards, the priority of financial issues and economic justifications have caused many
issues and problems in these cities. appear Among the things that are considered as a secondary and
decorative issue is the issue of belonging to a place and social capital. In the city of Shiraz, which faces
a high population growth rate; It is faced with an increase in the urban population and also an increase
in the average annual growth rate of the population, and on the other hand, most of the labor force and
groups prone to forming families (or increasing the household population) are concentrated in this city,
and their need for housing is, as one of the basic needs of life, is undeniable. On the other hand, the
limits of the horizontal development of the city have led to the vertical physical development and the
growth of collective housing and changes in the way of living in this city; Therefore, problems such as
high addiction, crime and delinquency, high unemployment, high poverty and unemployment, cultural
weakness, increasing migration and settlement of Afghan ethnic groups in the regions, management
issues and problems, etc., which will cause damage in the future. will cause serious harm to the health
of the environment and the health of citizens in residential environments (neighborhoods). Therefore,
this article aims to identify the components of spatial belonging and social capital through existing
literature and sources, and evaluate the impact of social capital on spatial belonging in the neighborhoods
of Shiraz as a case study.

Methodology

In terms of purpose, this research is part of applied research, and in terms of method, it can be considered
part of descriptive-analytical research, and from the point of view of methodology, it can be considered
mixed (quantitative and qualitative). The method of collecting required data is divided into two general
categories of documents (library) and survey. The tool for collecting information is a questionnaire. The
statistical population of the research includes the citizens of Shiraz city in 2015 (1,569,534 people) and
among them, using Cochran's formula, 322 people were selected as the sample size and distributed by
simple random sampling method. Research indicators include dimensions of social capital
(participation, trust, sense of security, social cohesion) and dimensions of place belonging (perceptual,
physical, cognitive). For statistical operations and data processing, SPSS software and analysis of the
results of the questionnaire from t-test, Pearson's correlation coefficient and regression analysis were
used.

Results and discussion

At first, one-sample T-test was used to evaluate the status of social capital indicators and the components
of the sense of place belonging, as well as the dimension of sense of place belonging in general in Shiraz
city. The obtained results indicate that the status of the social capital indicators and the components of
the sense of place belonging, as well as the total, is lower than the normal or average level. The results
of Pearson's correlation analysis showed that there is a positive and significant relationship between all
the social capital indicators with the components of the sense of belonging in a two-by-two manner at
the confidence level of p=>0.01 or 99%. The correlation coefficient for the indicators of participation,
trust, sense of security and social cohesion with the spatial belonging dimension was 0.486, 0.685, 0.657
and 0.717, respectively, which is related at the 99% confidence level. Positive and meaningful are two
by two with each other. Also, it was found that from the point of view of social capital, the variables of
social cohesion, sense of security and trust have a significant role and effect on the increase of place
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belonging in the residential environments of Shiraz city. The results showed that the variable of social
cohesion has the most influence with a standard coefficient of 0.384. After that, the priority of the beta
coefficient or the standardized regression weight of the trust index was 0.232 and the sense of security
index was 0.213.

Conclusion

In the present study, the impact of social capital on place belonging in the neighborhood of Shiraz city
has been evaluated. The results show that the status of social capital indicators and the components of
the sense of place belonging and also, the dimension of place sense of belonging is lower than the normal
or average level. The results of Pearson's correlation analysis showed that there is a positive and
significant relationship between all the social capital indicators with the components of the sense of
belonging in a two-by-two manner at the confidence level of p>0.01 or 99%. In this regard, the highest
correlation and relationship between the social cohesion index and the physical component of the spatial
belonging dimension was obtained at the rate of 0.731 with a confidence value of p=0.001. Also, the
correlation coefficient for the indicators of participation, trust, sense of security and social cohesion with
the spatial belonging dimension was 0.486, 0.685, 0.657 and 0.717, respectively, which is 99 confidence
level. The percentages have a positive and significant relationship with each other. Also, it was found
that from the point of view of social capital, the variables of social cohesion, sense of security and trust
have a significant role and effect on the increase of place belonging in the residential environments of
Shiraz city. The results showed that the variable of social cohesion has the most influence with a standard
coefficient of 0.384. After that, the priority of the beta coefficient or the standardized regression weight
of the trust index was 0.232 and the sense of security index was 0.213. Therefore, the greater the social
cohesion (such as relations between neighbors, acceptance of the responsibilities of the residence by the
residents, gatherings and meetings in the area, attendance at ceremonies, etc.) among the residents of
residential environments, it will increase the place belonging. The sense of belonging that the residents
of Shiraz have to their place of residence can be one of the important factors in creating social capital in
those areas.
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