Journal of Sustainable Architecture

and Environment
Vol 1, No 3, Autumn 2023
< i) https://sanad.iau.ir/journal/jsae
e ISSN (Online): 2981-0892

Research Paper

Investigation and Analysis of the Formation of the Shiraz school in Painting
and its Effects this School in the Architecture of Shiraz city

Mohammad Varasteh: PhD student of Architecture, Department of Architecture, Bushehr Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Bushehr, Iran
Elham Dehghani®* Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Faculty of Art and Architecture, Shiraz

Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran

Received: 2023/10/04 PP 49-64 Accepted: 2023/12/08

Abstract

The Shiraz school of painting is a type of painting and book design that emerged during the Al-Inju period with
the support of powerful and wealthy art educators and reached its peak during the Timurid era. Since architecture
is always a reflection of the culture and art of that period in every period of history, and the transformations that
took place in other areas of life and art were proportional to it, therefore, dealing with the historical and artistic
background of the city in a situation It seems necessary to improve the quality of contemporary architecture. One
of the important features of the Shiraz school is stage design, creating a balance between text and image, book
design, and the use of small engravings. The artists of this school represented all the elements of Iranian thought
and belief in the text and general intellectual and cultural context of the Islamic society of their time. In this regard,
in this research, the researcher has tried to know as much as possible the principles and aesthetic values of Shiraz
painting art and examines how it affects the architecture of Shiraz city.This research is of a descriptive-analytical
type, which examines the painting of Shiraz and its relationship with the architecture of Shiraz through content
analysis, and library and field methods were used to collect its materials, and by studying documents, historical
books, texts Literature and observation have been used. The results of this research indicate the existence of works
and evidences of the Shiraz School in the architecture of the old buildings of this city, such as the Narenjestan
Garden and the Atiq Mosque, the evidences that state that the three texts of architecture, literature and paintings
are connected to each other and complement each other's meaning. they do.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Shiraz school of painting is a type of painting and book design in Shiraz city that emerged after a
long cultural background of several centuries in this city with the support of powerful and wealthy artists
during the Al-Injo period. In the past, architectural arts were subject to more or less clear and well-
known principles and rules and had a strong and unbreakable link with society's culture and behavioral
patterns. Painters often depicted their architectural environment and local architectural elements and
spaces were reflected in their works. Painters usually used real and objective spaces for modeling. One
of the characteristics of the Shiraz school of painting is the attention to detail. Of course, these details
also include architectural decorations. The paintings left from the Shiraz painting school in this century
represent some of the characteristics of the architectural elements and decorations of this city.

Methodology

In this research, it is of a descriptive-analytical type, which uses the method of content analysis to
investigate the Shiraz school of painting and its relationship with architecture. And by using library
and field methods, he examines and analyzes the formation of the Shiraz school of painting and its
effects on the architecture of Shiraz in the following ways:

* A library including the study of books, articles, documents related to the formation and progress of
the Shiraz school

* Field method by being present in the old context of Shiraz city and its historical buildings and asking
opinions and discussions with experts and officials in cultural heritage and other responsible
institutions.

Results and discussion

Shiraz school architecture based on paintings

Painters often depicted their architectural environment and local architectural elements and spaces were
reflected in their works. Painters usually used real and objective spaces for modeling. One of the
characteristics of the Shiraz school of painting is the attention to detail. Of course, these details also
include architectural decorations.

Especially, such precision in the representation of the architectural space can be seen in the painting of
this school during the Timurid and Turkoman eras. Although the architectural works of Shiraz in the 9th
century are few and there have been many changes in them, the paintings left from the painting school
of Shiraz in this century represent some of the characteristics of the architectural elements and
decorations of this city. Some of the architectural features of the Shiraz school, which are taken from
the paintings of this school, are:

Architecture representation in painting

Architecture is the capture of the world. Painting is another way of capturing the world. A painter who
portrays architecture, himself is Sufism in the world to express the architect's possession of the world.
For example, Behzad captured the world in the painting "Building the Khornaq Palace" to express the
capture of the architect Sanmar in the world. After all, Nizami himself has practiced Sufism in the world
and has reported the capture of Sanmar in literary language. Paying attention to these different,
successive and accumulated possessions is a prerequisite and a prelude to understanding the paintings
and making inferences from them. In building buildings, the architect is bound by laws such as gravity
and resistance of materials, construction materials, and other technical rules and restrictions.
Paintings and their relationship with architecture

The first type: Paintings in which the architectural work or the city is the main subject of the painting.
If we consider the building as the most important or the most obvious manifestation of "architecture”,
then these paintings contain important architectural issues; especially when the building in the image of
the building or type of building is lost or destroyed; Among the examples of this type of painting.

The second type: This type includes pictures whose main subject is not architecture, but they occur in
the architectural space.
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The relationship between paintings and native architecture

Painters often depicted their architectural environment and local architectural elements and spaces were
reflected in their works. Therefore, one of the things that must be done to understand the pictures is to
identify the school to which the picture belongs. However, it should be noted that the painters moved
from place to place and it was customary that the painters of the capital were transferred to the new
capital with the change of government or they themselves moved to these places. It is natural that the
painter in the new environment was faithful to the proportions of the past at least for a while and took
his architectural spaces from the native architecture of his previous place.

Conclusion

Due to the fact that the combination of features and elements of architecture and painting is the reason
for the expansion of the Shiraz school, and this is happening in the present time; Therefore, in this
research, the comparison of architectural examples and paintings shows that painters sometimes made
images of known buildings based on verbal descriptions only, and sometimes they saw the building but
based on their artistic taste and goals, they used parts of it. have paid attention And they were creating
a new interpretation. But it should not be overlooked that the three texts of architecture, literature and
paintings are connected with each other and complement each other's meaning. It is in this way that an
architectural building can find a social meaning far beyond its function, and in addition to its usual
functions, it can also find a symbolic function. Of course, we know that most architectural features are
functional and require a designer; This is where the role of the designer is highlighted and he can design
a modern future for his audience with the inspiration of the past. Paintings as documents have greatly
contributed to the study and knowledge of cities and, accordingly, Islamic architecture.Painters often
depicted their architectural environment and local architectural elements and spaces were reflected in
their works. Especially, such precision in the representation of the architectural space can be seen in the
paintings of the Timurid and Turkoman eras. Although the architectural works of Shiraz in the 9th
century are few and there have been many changes in them, the paintings left from the painting school
of Shiraz in this century represent some of the characteristics of the architectural elements and
decorations of this city. In the end, the researcher needs to remind that the Shiraz school is very
innovative and new, and it is necessary for the architects to try to know and introduce it to the audience
with more detailed, detailed and complete investigations.
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