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Abstract:

In Hindu thought and tradition, from the earliest Vedic and Upanishadic texts to the

present day, mantra has been regarded as one of the primary and most effective means
of spiritual development, possessing divine power and direct efficacy granted by the

Supreme. Among the notable figures who placed special emphasis on the significance

of mantra is Chaitanya (1486-1533), the founder of the last major school of
Vaishnavism and a pioneering figure in the Bhakti movement. This study explores the
nature of mantra from Chaitanya’s perspective, particularly his view that there is no

distinction between the divine name and the Divine Being itself. The research further

examines the levels of mantra practice, including japa (individual recitation),

sankirtana (collective chanting with dance), and kirtana (musical invocation). Special

attention is given to key mantras such as the Maha-mantra “Hare Krishna”—regarded

as the great liberating chant, “AOM”—as the seed mantra, and the Gayatri Mantra—
as the invocation of divine glory. The poetic mantra verses composed by Chaitanya

are also analyzed, along with the mystical process of divine presence manifested

through the recitation of these sacred utterances.

Keywords: Mantra, Chaitaniya, Kirtan, Sankirtan.
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' (Bhagavata Purana 3.33.7)

' Kali-yuga

" (Bhagavata Purana 12.3.51)

! (Bhagavata Purana 6.3.22)

® (Padma Purana 3.21)

* Padma Purana

¥ This important verse is found in the Padma Purana, Uttara-Khanda 92.21.22.
" japa

* japa (soft chanting on beads, similar to the Christian rosary),

" kirtan (loud chanting chanting, often in the form of song and dance)
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' sankirtan (congregational chanting, usually with an attempt to include others).

' bhajan

" For more on this subject, see Norvin Hein, “(1976), pp. 16-32.

¥ For more on the science of the holy name, see Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

Prabhupada, Sri Namamrta: The Nectar of the Holy Name (1982).
* Ramanuja

* Rupa Goswami
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' Norvin Hein, op. cit.

' Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486-1533).

" Edward Dimock

t Edward C. Dimock, Jr.,( 1966),p30.

* A. K. Majumdar, (, 1969), p. 1.

*S. K. De (1942), pp20-22.

v See, for example, my own work on the subject: “Who is Shri Chaitanya

Mahaprabhu?” in Edwin F. Bryant and Maria L. Ekstrand, The Hare
KrishnaMovement The Postcharismatic Fate of a Religious Transplant (New York:
Columbia University Press, 2004), pp. 63-72. I have noted most of the prominent
works on Chaitanya in the text of the above article, addressing both academic and
insider perspectives.

A Karma
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'.Nama-Sankirtana
¥ Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare/Hare Rama, Hare

Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.

" Bhaktivinoda Thakur.sri caitanya Mahaprabhu: His life and precepts.Gaudiya
Mission, 1896.

¥ Japa

* Mala

* Manasikha
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' Upamsho

"Vacikha

"Kirtan

" Norvin Hein,

* Yale University

* Norvin Hein, op. cit.

v Samaran

*Nama Sankirtana

*Tony k. stewart, the final word: the caitanya caritamrita and the grammar of religious

tradition. Oxford univercity press,2010.
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' Lyla chanting

"Edvard c. Dimock jr. the place of the hidden moon: Erotic mysticism in the vaisnava-
sahajiya Cult of bengal. Univercity of chicago press, 1966, p 82.
* Gopis

F Guna chanting

®Rasa chanting

* Shuddha Bhakti

v Shraddha

* Prahma-Bhakti

*Saddhu Sangha

" Bhajan kriya
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' Anartha Nivritti

' Nishtha

"Ruchi

" Asakti

*Bhava

*Prema

VEdvard c. Dimock jr. the place of the hidden moon: Erotic mysticism in the vaisnava-
sahajiya Cult of bengal. Univercity of chicago press.p 84.
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' ISKCON
" Bhaktivinoda Thakura,

¥ Harinama, Sankirtan

Y drum

* cymbal
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' A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, (1896-1977).
' Borsht Belt

" Bhajan Belt

" Krishna Das

® The Pavarotti of Kirtan

* Personal communication with the author on June 6 and Aughust 7, 2005.

¥ Robert Gass
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