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Abstract:

Suffering has a long history in the life of Israelites, thus, several parts of the Hebrew
Bible have been assigned to the subject. In fact, it could be said that suffering has been
recorded in the historical memory of Israelites in a variety of ways. Of the parts in
which the subject is raised more frequently are the Books of Prophets and the Book
of Wisdom, which, according to the present study, depict two different types of
suffering. Using the analytic-descriptive method, this study tries to address the
question of the differences between types of suffering in the above mentioned books.
The research results show that the concept of suffering in the Book of Wisdom is
approached in a personal, introverted way, combined with existential concerns; and
the Books of Prophets generally cover socio-theological aspects of suffering brought
up in the form of tidings and warnings by prophets. In a nutshell, in the prophets’
statements the top-down view is predominant, and in the wise men view the bottom-
up view. Therefore, the means of knowledge, in the former, is revelation and reason
and human experience in the latter.

Keywords: Suffering, Prophets, Israelites, existentialism, Hebrew Bible, Book of
Wisdom, Books of Prophets.
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