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Abstract:

Leo Tolstoy’s “The Death of Ivan Ilyich” portrays the life and death of Ivan Ilyich in
19th-century Russia, exploring the human experience of the meaning of life and death.
Focusing on Ivan’s suffering and awakening, the narrative examines the concept of
death and how to confront it. Ivan, who built his life on material and social values,
realizes their futility when faced with death and undergoes a spiritual and moral re-
evaluation of his life principles. This research, using a descriptive-analytical approach
and drawing on library resources, examines the relationship between death and the
meaning of life in this story. Tolstoy depicts Ivan’s life as an example of a materialistic
and society-centered existence, but illness and confrontation with death lead him to
seek a deeper meaning and to understand that life extends beyond appearances and
achievements, and that accepting death can lead to peace and freedom from fear.
Death in this story is an opportunity for awakening and reflection on life’s values, not
only for lvan Ilyich but also for the reader.

Keywords: Leo Tolstoy, meaning of life, death, salvation, The Death of Ivan llyich.
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