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Abstract

There are about 27 sheep breeds in Iran. It is necessary, to specify size, weight, animal unit equivalent
(AUE) and daily requirement of these breeds in each region for determining rangelands grazing
capacity. In this study, animal unit equivalent of Haraki Sheep breed and its conversion coefficient to
country animal unit were studied. For this purpose, two herds were selected within this breed herds
grazing in rangelands. Within In each herd; 15 heads of three years old ewes, 15 heads of four years old
ewes, 5 heads of 3 years old rams and 5 heads of 4 years old rams were selected and their weights were
measured in summer and winter rangelands. In addition this number, at the summer rangeland, 10
heads 3 months old lambs and 10 heads 6 months old lambs were weighted. The average weight of
adult ewes (three and four years old) was considered as the weight of Haraki sheep breed. According to
results, the weight of Haraki sheep breed is 56.53+ 1.73kg and in comparison with the weight of
country animal unit, it is of heavy weight breeds. Animal unit equivalent of various categories of this
breed (ewe, rams, 3 months old and 6 months old lambs) compared to the animal unit of the country,
are 1.10, 1.31, 0.51 and 0.65 respectively. The results show that breed diversity cause variation of
sheep breeds weight. On this basis, weight of various breeds is different together and it is categorized
in various classes and it is not permitted to assign daily requirement of various breeds according to a
basic unique weight in calculating of grazing capacity.

Keywords: Rangeland, Animal Unit, Animal Unit Equivalent, Haraki Sheep Breed, West Azarbaijan
Province.
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