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Abstract

The study examines the illustration of the battle between Gordafarid and Sohrab from the
Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp from the perspective of cultural semiotics. To this end, after
a brief introduction of the theorists' views in the field of semiotics, Yuri Lotman's approach
in the domain of the contrast between nature and culture is used to explain the visual signs
and to retrieve meanings. By comparing the dominant cultural signs in the illustration and
the text and exploring their semantic aspects, the hidden layers of this illustration are
revealed. This method helps the reader to better understand the illustrator's mindset about
the narrated story. This theoretical paper employs a descriptive method and content
analysis to recognize and interpret the visual signs and their connection with the
Shahnameh text. After examining the illustration, the semiotic elements are compared, and
the connection and the degree of similarity and difference with the text and the context of
the illustration's production are discussed The findings indicate that the painter tried not
only to adhere to the text of the Shahnameh, but also to use the cultural symbols of his era
In creating visual signs.

Keywords: Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasp, Painting of the battle of Sohrab with Gordafrid,
Painting during the Safavid period,Cultural Semiotics, Yuri Lotman
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