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Abstract:

The fiction literature of Bushehr—is located in the southwest of Iran along the Persian
Gulf—holds an important place in Iranian storytelling, especially within the Southern
Literary School, through its first to fourth generations of writers. Allegory, as a literary
technique, has long served as one of the key mediums for expressing the themes and
concerns of its time. Some authors of this period have employed this traditional narrative
form, alongside symbolism, to reflect ethical, social, and political issues. The purpose and
necessity of this article is to explore the merits and thematic transformations of allegorical
and symbolic storytelling during the first generation of Bushehr's fiction writing. Given the
lack of prior research in this area, the authors have aimed to categorize and analyze
allegorical works across three types—independent allegorical narratives, embedded
allegories, and symbolic usage—within the time span of 1925-1953 (coinciding with the
reign of Reza Shah and the early Pahlavi Il era), focusing on their subject matter and
themes. This research, conducted through a library-based analytical approach, concludes
that except for Roknzada Adamiat—who aimed to document the historical events of his
time without modification—the other writers of this era employed independent allegories,
embedded symbols, and metaphorical storytelling to illuminate and convey moral, political,
and social messages.
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