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ARTICLE INFO EXTENDED ABSTRACT
History Article: Introduction and Objectives: Since the early 1950s, Isfahan County has
Received: become a major destination for internal migrations within the country's
central region as it has developed. These population shifts have had both
01 July 2024

positive and negative effects on the areas people leave and the areas they
move to. For communities of origin, migration can result in a reduced labor
Revised: force, lower educational attainment, and fewer job opportunities. Conversely,
in the destination areas, migration can increase the workforce, enhance
cultural diversity, and contribute to economic growth and higher production.
However, without proper planning, migration can also lead to issues such as
Accepted: inadequate living conditions, poor employment opportunities, racial
discrimination, and loss of cultural identity. To manage these movements
effectively, it is crucial to analyze and understand them thoroughly.

Census data from 2006 to 2016 shows that approximately 6% of Isfahan
Keywords: County’s population consisted of migrants from other counties. Additionally,
research indicates a notable rise in environmental pollution in Isfahan County
due to population growth, while rural areas and the agricultural sector are
migration, experiencing a decrease in human resources because of the declining
Climate change, population. This study aims to explore the factors influencing internal
migration to Isfahan County and evaluate the effects of climate change on
these demographic shifts.

Isfahan province. Methodology: In this study, data was collected using both library
(documentary) and field (survey) methods. The theoretical framework was
developed through library research. A temporal analysis of statistical
yearbooks and satellite imagery was used to assess climate change and the
scope of intra-provincial migrations in Isfahan Province. Field research
involved distributing questionnaires to 381 intra-provincial migrants to Isfahan
County from 2006 to 2016 and conducting face-to-face interviews. Factors
influencing intra-provincial migration to Isfahan County were identified by
extracting them from the theoretical framework and ranking them using
questionnaires and the Friedman test in SPSS software. Climate change
impacts in the counties were evaluated through the weighted overlay of
climatic indices, such as average minimum and maximum temperatures and
total precipitation from 2006 to 2016, using satellite images and GIS software.
Subsequently, linear regression and Pearson correlation tests were utilized to
analyze the effect of climate change on migration patterns.

Results and Discussion: Our research findings indicated that from 2006 to
2011, the primary factors driving individuals to Isfahan County were access to
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educational and healthcare services, followed by employment opportunities.
From 2011 to 2016, the job market emerged as the most significant factor,
although educational and healthcare services continued to play crucial roles.
Regression analysis demonstrated a moderate relationship between climate
change and migration to Isfahan County, with a correlation coefficient of 0.45
indicating a direct yet not highly robust connection between the two variables.
The R-Square value suggested that climate change could account for 20% of
the variability in migration rates, while other factors were responsible for the
remaining %80.

Conclusion: Our analysis indicates that from 2006 to 2016, the main reasons
for migration within Isfahan County were job opportunities and access to
urban services. The lack of services in other counties, the concentration of
services in the provincial center, water scarcity, the decline in agriculture and
horticulture in some areas, and climate change have all contributed to the
movement of people to Isfahan County. Climate change indirectly influenced
migration by making agricultural conditions less favorable, leading farmers and
others to seek jobs in Isfahan's industrial and service sectors. In addition to
these factors, the desire to live in a more intellectually vibrant community with
better cultural and social amenities also played a significant role in attracting
people to Isfahan County. To effectively manage and reduce migration
pressures, a comprehensive approach that addresses economic, social, and
infrastructural issues is necessary. This approach should aim for a balanced
population distribution and fair development in both urban and rural areas.

Highlight:
e |dentification of Key Factors Influencing Intra-Provincial Migration to
Isfahan County
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