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Abstract

The analysis of human responsibility within schools of thought that primarily
focus on the study of human nature has been a common subject of inquiry, with
thinkers of these schools paying serious attention to this important matter. In the
philosophical school of existentialism - whether of theistic or atheistic varieties -
human responsibility is addressed within the framework of humanistic acceptance.
On the other hand, in Islamic thought, both in religious texts and their interpretive
understandings by Muslim scholars, human dignity and attention to the dimensions
of human existence hold a special position. It is in this light that human
responsibility takes on particular dimensions. The fundamental differences between
Islamic thought and existentialism regarding human responsibility led us to
evaluate the perspective of one of existentialism's prominent thinkers, namely
Sartre. Among Islamic scholars, Shahid Sadr served as our focal point, and the
critical analysis was conducted by extracting insights from his works in contrast to
Sartre's ideas across three levels: ontological, anthropological, and practical ethics.
The main findings of this descriptive-analytical research demonstrate that while
both thinkers emphasize human responsibility, their foundational premises and
resulting conclusions differ substantially. Sartre views humans as beings "thrown
into" a godless world of absolute freedom, whereas Shahid Sadr interprets humans
within a monotheistic system as vicegerents of God. The created nature of humans
and their inherent connection to the Divine give meaning to human existence and
endow them with an internal epistemological system and innate ethical faculties. It
is precisely from this perspective that humans understand themselves as
accountable for their actions and behavior.
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