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Explanation of the Components of the Sacred Defense in Children’s
Poetry with Emphasis on Two Poetry Collections: “Ta Radio Khabar
Dad” by Gholamreza Baktash and “Bachchehaye Shahr-e Ma” by Hamid
Honarjoo

Abstract

One of the realities of Iran's contemporary history is the eight-year Sacred
Defense (Iran-Irag War). It is the right of our children today to become
acquainted with the inspiring manifestations of the Sacred Defense
moments through a profound and powerful narrative, tailored to their level
of understanding. Poetry, especially for children, possesses a significant
capacity to convey numerous concepts such as altruism, sacrifice, courage,
reliance on God, patience, patriotism, and more. Therefore, examining
poems written for children with these themes, while considering the
specific sensitivities of this age group, is essential. The foundation of this
article is to critigue and review two poetry collections, 'Bachch-haye
Shahr-e Ma' (The Children of Our City) by Hamid Henarjoo and 'Ta Radio
Khabar Dad" (Until the Radio Announced the News) by Gholamreza
Baktash, focusing on the Sacred Defense theme in relation to the child
audience. The themes addressed in these collections include: the
sanctification and description of the martyr’s status, self-sacrifice, the
bombing and missile attacks on cities, continuing the path of the martyrs,
the terminology and belongings of the warfront, and related symbols.

Keywords: Children's Poetry, Sacred Defense, Gholamreza Baktash, Ta
Radio Khabar Dad, Hamid Henarjoo, Bachch-haye Shahr-e Ma



