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Reflection of Religious Beliefs in the Poetry of Nasir Khusraw

Abstract

The present study aims to systematically examine the reflection of
religious beliefs in the poetry of Nasir Khusraw Qubadiani, a prominent
poet, theologian, and philosopher of the fifth century AH. Nasir Khusraw
iIs among those poets who regard poetry not as an instrument of artistic
experimentation but as a medium for expressing religious truth,
disseminating doctrinal teachings, and reforming the intellectual
foundations of society. His worldview is grounded in the theological and
philosophical principles of the Ismaili tradition, religious rationalism,
adherence to the Sharia, and an emphasis on esoteric interpretation
(ta'wil). In this article, his poems are analyzed through the lens of
fundamental doctrinal themes, including monotheism (tawhid),
prophethood (hubuwwa), imamate, eschatology, religious ethics, rational
faith, and the nature of religious law. The findings reveal that Nasir
Khusraw’s poetry embodies three central features: first, the integration of
rational argumentation with scriptural evidence; second, the simultaneous
emphasis on the Sharia and on esoteric interpretation; and third, the
prominent presence of teachings concerning the imamate and spiritual
authority, expressed through theological reasoning and symbolic imagery.
His poems, especially his gasidas, reflect a coherent intellectual system in
which religion, ethics, spirituality, and reason are intricately intertwined.
Moreover, his social and ethical critiques also stem from his religious
worldview, transforming poetry into a tool for societal guidance and the
denunciation of injustice. Using textual content analysis and thematic
categorization, this study demonstrates that Nasir Khusraw’s poetry
occupies a unique position within Persian religious literature, as religion
functions not merely as a theme but as the structural foundation of his
poetic thought and language. This centrality of religious doctrine
establishes Nasir Khusraw as one of the most influential religious—
rationalist poets in Persian literary history.
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