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Qur’anic Verses and references, fundamental basis in the telling
Chronogram Composition. (Maddah al-Tarikh- guyi)

Abstract

Chronogram composition (Maddah-Tarikh-Sara’1) is one of the most
delicate techniques connecting literature, religion, and history in the
Iranian-Islamic culture. It masterfully and enduringly records historical
events in the form of phrases, poems, or verses from the Quran and
Prophetic Hadiths by utilizing the Abjad numerical system (Hisab-e
Jommal). Some scholars trace the roots of this technique to the Mugatta ‘at
(disjointed letters) of the Quran, attributing a sacred status to it due to its
link with the Divine Word. When a chronogram is combined with Quranic
verses, it transcends a mere numerical game, becoming a spiritual
interpretation of history. The poet or historian selects a verse with
particular precision, ensuring it is contextually relevant to the event and
numerically corresponding to the year the incident occurred. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method based on library resources, the present
research examines the theoretical foundations of the subject while
illustrating the historical examples and aesthetic functions of this art.
Findings indicate that the use of Quranic verses in chronogram creation
not only legitimizes historical events but also enhances their sacred
dimension, playing a fundamental role in recording conquests,
construction of buildings, cultural activities, and the obituaries of scholars,
among other instances. In works such as Mawadd al-Tawarikh and
Nukhbat al-Tawarikh, examples are presented where verses are used to
explain concepts such as divine aid (nusrat), mercy (rahmah), prosperity
(abadani), and admonition (‘ibrat-amuzi). This article demonstrates that
the sanctity, eloquence, and semantic depth of the Quran have rendered it
the richest source for chronogram creation in Islamic culture,a source that
not only records history but also imbues it with dual meaning under the
light of Divine Wisdom, establishing an eternal link between the material
world and the spiritual realms.

Keywords: Qur’anic verses, Chronogram composition, Qur’anic eloguence,
Spiritual connection, Historiography



