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Narrative Analysis and Religious Concepts in Hugo von
Hofmannsthal’s Jedermann
Seyed Hossein Rezaye Esfahani , Faezeh Goneydi

This article analyzes Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s Jedermann (Everyman), a
modern Austrian adaptation of the medieval morality play. The study aims
to examine the play’s narrative structure, allegorical characterization, and
theological motifs, while demonstrating its potential for contemporary
cultural adaptation. Using an analytical-descriptive approach and drawing
onVictor Turner’s theory of ritual process and Richard Schechner’s
performance theory, the research situates Jedermann within the broader
tradition of religious drama .Findings indicate that the play follows the
tripartite structur of separation,liminality,and incorporation, transforming
the narrative into a ritualized performance rather than a simple linear plot.
Characters such as Wealth, Kinship, Fellowship, Knowledge, and
especially Good Deeds function as allegorical embodiments of moral and
social values. Ultimately, only Good Deeds remains with the protagonist
before divine judgment, underscoring the centrality of virtuous action.
Themes of death, judgment, intercession, and salvation are highlighted as
the moral foundation of the drama, emphasizing its ethical and didactic
dimensions .The comparative section demonstrates that these motifs align
with Islamic teachings, particularly Qur’anic perspectives on the Angel of
Death, accountability of deeds, the enduring value of al-bagiyat al-salihat,
and the necessity of repentance. Such parallels reveal the universality of
ethical concerns across the Abrahamic religions and provide a framework
for localized adaptations in Iranian religious theater. The study concludes
that Jedermann functions as a living model of religious dramaturgy,
capable of addressing both spiritual traditions and the moral challenges of
modern audiences.

Jedermann; Hofmannsthal; Religious Drama; Morality Play; Allegory;
Death; Salvation; Ritual Performance



