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The Literary and Religious Function of Quranic Verses in the Stories of
Majma'al-Nawadir (written in 903 AH)

by Fayzullah Benbani (died 907 AH)
Abstract

With the advent of Islam in Iran and the spread of the Arabic language, the
use of Quranic verses in Persian prose particularly in the form of anecdotal
writing became a common device for embellishing expression, reinforcing
meaning, and conveying moral and religious messages. Among such
works, Majma“ al-Nawadir by Fayz Allah ibn Husam al-Din Banbani (d.
907 AH), stands out as a significant contribution to Persian literature due
to its use of diverse and authoritative sources in storytelling. The work
vividly reflects the function of Quranic verses in anecdotal writing in
earlier Persian texts. In Majma‘ al-Nawadir, Quranic verses are not
inserted as extraneous or imposed elements; rather, they are seamlessly
intertwined with the narrative, at times appearing in dialogues between
characters, sometimes voiced by the narrator, and occasionally as allusions
or Quranic phrases. This multifaceted presence enriches the anecdotes,
giving them not only a narrative and entertaining quality but also greater
moral and didactic impact .This study adopts a descriptive-analytical
method. The findings indicate that Quranic verses in this work serve
multiple rhetorical and functional purposes: to describe and adorn the text,
to express supplication and blessing, to affirm beliefs and historical events,
to substantiate arguments, and to state legal rulings. Moreover, they play
a role in debates, reasoning, irony, and humor within the anecdotes,
underscoring the wit, quick thinking, and cleverness of the characters.
Such skillful usage strengthens the spiritual connection of the text with
religious teachings while showcasing the author’s mastery in the
ornamentation and eloquence of prose, thereby contributing significantly
to the coherence and persuasive power of the anecdotes.

Keywords: Fayzallah Binbani, Majma' al-Nawadir, Storytelling, Verses.



