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The Role of Allusion and Indirectness in the Allegorical Narrations
of Tafsir al-Burhan

Abstract

One of the rhetorical devices frequently employed in the Qur'an is the
principle of kinayah (allusion) and ta‘rid. (indirect reference). In modern
terminology, ta rid is regarded as a subset of kinayah, though historically
it has been used with other meanings and at times as a synonym. This
rhetorical method holds a significant place in the allegorical interpretation
(ta 'wil) and exegesis of the Holy Qur'an. This mode of expression, aside
from its particular aesthetic beauty, is one of the elements of the Qur'an's
rhetorical miracle.Undoubtedly, in order to reach the deeper layers and
inner meanings of the Qur'anic verse -and to grasp the allegorical meanings
of its allusions and indirect references - it is necessary to consult the
narrations and traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). One
form of kinayah and fa ‘rid is when the speaker addresses someone directly
but intends another person or group. This type of indirect address is
illustrated by the Arabic expression: "iyyaki a‘ni wasma‘i ya jarah" ("It is
you | address, O neighbor, but I mean someone else™).The scholar al-
Mu/kaddith al-Bakrani, in the ninth chapter of the introduction to his Tafsir
al-Burhan, entitled "Chapter on the Qur'an Having Been Revealed in the
Mode of ‘lyyaki A‘ni Wasma i Ya Jarah’", cites narrations from sources
such as al-Kafi and Tafsir al-‘Ayyashi as textual evidence for this
principle. This study, which is based on library and documentary research
and organized through a descriptive-analytical method, aims to carefully
explore the function and application of the principle of kinayah and a rid
in the narrations of Tafsir al-Burhan, and to elucidate this expressive
method by presenting relevant examples.

Keywords:  Allusion, Indirect Speech, Narrations, Allegorical
Interpretation, Tafsir al-Burhan



