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Abstract

Legal rules can be regarded as propositions that regulate and coordinate human
relationships and, more generally, define the behavioral framework of humans
within a material context. Many legal rules have been inspired by the cultural
teachings of a society, which has accelerated and facilitated the formation of law
with firmness and strength derived from general societal acceptance. Culture has
long been a broad and comprehensive concept, not merely limited to the recognition
of boundaries grounded in the material and spiritual realities of a subject matter.
Rather, culture consists of elements that sometimes enjoy absolute validity even
without conformity to objective reality. Therefore, the social structure of culture is
inevitably absorbed in such prevailing assumptions. This research aims to elucidate
culture as the cornerstone of law formation through an analysis of the rational
framework involved in this process.

Keywords
Legal rules, culture, law, social structure.

A Detailed Abstract

Introduction

Power is the locus for the emergence of a centralized system such as the state. Power
must be embodied and interpreted within the framework of social norms. In
international relations as well, power is essential for the survival of collective
political life. The assessment of power in this domain is considered an element of
the social relations process and, from the perspective of the international legal
system, sustains the stability of the governing principles.

Moreover, power is regarded as a proposition intrinsically connected to human life,
which imparts order and discipline to all aspects of life regardless of its extent.
(Palaver, 2011:50-55) Gilpin argues that the concept of power materializes through
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economic capabilities, military strengths, and technological advancements.
(Schmidt, 2007:51-55)

However, such a viewpoint may be concerned merely with the superficial
appearance of power and ultimately represents a borrowed conception of power
within the theoretical framework of law. To reject such a dogmatic and
unsubstantiated affirmation, and in order to construct a corresponding appearance, it
must be acknowledged that power ought to be embodied within a cultural and
semantic system. This means that a structure based on reason and intellect, imbued
with coercive interaction, compels the emergence of meaning and norm as a result of
expanded relations—even if the executor lacks internal inclination or willingness to
act accordingly. (Baldwin, 2007:10-11)

This discourse reflects an idea previously addressed in international teachings,
whereby power, through such a transformation based on the aforementioned
perspective, attains the status of a cultural phenomenon that generates soft law.
Orienting power towards phenomena devoid of social norms entails abstract
principles and vague generalities that cannot be applied to concrete and actual
instances. The state, recognized as the bearer of power, thus plays a significant and
noteworthy role in international debates and disputes. International law flows from
the centrality of the state, which causes the rules and regulations governing
international discourse to rank below the concepts of sovereignty and state power.
Nonetheless, it is well acknowledged that the state defines such rules and conditions
in light of a social structure that embodies a culture giving rise to rights and
obligations.



