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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the future of the development of professional football in
Iran with the method of structural analysis. The current research was applied in terms of purpose and
descriptive in terms of method, which was conducted qualitatively. Sampling was based on a
specialized and targeted panel, and semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted with 19
Iranian professional football experts until theoretical saturation. In order to verify the codes and
avoid possible bias, the extracted codes were reviewed and confirmed by five participants. Also, in
order to strengthen the data, the identified codes were reviewed by two coders other than the
research group and confirmed with minor modifications. The research tool was a researcher-made
questionnaire and cross-effects matrix, and Mic Mac software was used for data analysis. The
findings showed that 50 indicators in the form of special stadium components, legal and legal
environment, clarification of contracts, enforcement of rights and revenues, privatization and
commercialization of clubs, development of marketing system, financial transparency, planning,
development of interactions, meritocracy, inter-organizational cohesion, The development of the fan
system, improving the performance of the football union, performance management, expert human
resources, quantitative and qualitative development of coaches and the development of basic football
is effective on the development of professional football and based on the findings of the analysis of
mutual effects, the components of privatization and commercialization of clubs, planning,
management and performance evaluation. And expert human resources are the key drivers of the
development of professional football in Iran. The empowerment of human resources, the
development of technical and specialized human resources talent management system and the
development of football in age groups are facilitated in the framework of the strategic plan along
with the privatization of clubs, the development of professional football.
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