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The Mediating Role of Self Esteem in the Relationship Between
Parent-Child Relationship with Empathy
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Abstract
his study aimed to determine the mediating role of self-esteem in the relationship between parent-child relationship and
T empathy. Participants comprised 295 secondary school students from Tehran, District 6 in the academic year of 1397-1389,
selected by cluster sampling method. The participants completed the Adolescent Measure of Empathy and Sympathy (Vossen,
Piotrowski, & Valkenburg, 2015), Self-Esteem Inventory (Coopersmith, 1990), and Parent-Child Relationship Questionnaire (Fine,
Moreland & Schwebel, 1983). The results of the correlation test and path analysis showed that self-esteem has a positive relationship
with empathy, and the parent-child relationship has a positive relationship with empathy and self-esteem in adolescents. Therefore
Self-esteem plays a mediating role in the relationship between parent-child relationship and empathy. In general, findings show that
the parent-child relationship forms and affects self-esteem. Due to its sanctity, the parent-child relationship is also related to empathy.
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1. psychoanalytic 8. Rogers, C. R. 15. Coopersmith, S.
2. cognitive 9. personal well-being 16. victory

3. schema therapy 10. emotional intelligence 17. despair

4. emotional 11. social skills 18. pride

5. cognitive 12. quality of life 19. shame

6. social 13. self confidence

7. empathy 14. self esteem
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1. parenting
2. Adolescent Measure of Empathy
and Sympathy (AMES)

3. cognitive empathy
4. affective empathy
5. sympathy

6. Rigio Social Skills Questionnaire
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1. Self-Esteem Inventory 5. Academic self esteem
2. General self esteem
3. Social self esteem

4. Family self esteem

7. positive affect
8. father involvement

6. parent-child relationship questionnaire

9. communication

10. anger

11. resentment/role confusion
12. identification
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