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Moral Identity: Identification and Validation of Moral Traits
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Abstract

n order to construct a moral identity scale primarily based on Aquino and Reed (2002) model, two pilot studies were

conducted. The first study aimed to identify moral traits among college students. One hundred and twenty two students
(56% females) participated in a free-listing task. The participants were asked to list characteristics that a moral person possessed. A
content analysis of the traits based on five criteria (Hardy et al, 2011) resulted in 26 non-redundant traits. In order to obtain further
evidence that these 26 traits had sufficient content validity, in a sample different from the first study 217 students (58% females)
were asked to rate each trait using a scale ranging from 1(absolutely unnecessary) to 5 (absolutely necessary). The results indicated
that 24 traits were judged to be above the midpoint of the scale. Investigating the results of females and males students led to
identification of nine traits that had the highest ratings: polite, trustworthy, honest, self-respect, rational, loyal, fair, religious, and

patient. These nine traits were considered as identity-invoking stimuli for constructing moral identity scale. The implications of the

Lo RY)

findings were discussed.
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1. maturity 4. moral identity
2. morality 5. self-model
3. modest 6. judgment of responsibility

7. self-consistency 10. schemas
8. concerns 11. prototypes
9. activation 12. scripts
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4. community service
5. social self-schema
6. self-conception

1. plans
2. accessibility
3. moral exemplar

7. spreading activation
8. Anderson, J. R.
9.1invoking

10. cue
11. naturalistic conceptions
12. character
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4. moral discourse
5. ethics of autonomy
6. ethics of community

1. inductive
2. internalization
3. symbolization

7. ethics of divinity
8. individualism
9. individual-centered

10. duty-based
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3. non-redundant
4. compound

1. moral prototype method
2. exemplars

5. modifier
6. synonymous

7.1idiosyncratic
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3. good person

4. faith commitment

5. personal agency

ST(Z Jdwung /pp Inss| /T | [OA- SISIS0[oYdAs ueruea] :£30[0yasq [eyuawdopasq

yve



<
o

VAL bl €€ 0 ylowd /o233l S — 3] oy bwlid il 2 J925 owlindylgy

Sl ol 02

S siigelss (Sl dsews By ol 5 glaie
shcdsius 5 ol ¢ plly 4y Cas Cislly BasSeyle,
L)')M con.MDU ‘.))9>)Jw9> c|¢>)j.) 9 cuu..‘> 5.)900 » Lags
n @Vl iy d2ly Sl Digad 3 cle s
uol.’xw‘ a5 Cowl ol ol UL“"’ L"’w”’sﬁ B Lgla)l.é 5o
Sl Hlow b oleijl Cglaie clacKin,d 4 lais
209 & Cand Gglate laolSay o NIRN NAREW
S soas) 5 b)) alex (63,8 )l 5l (55l
b oty S jsbolen ggezee 3 2JiS e 4l
Sl Bged 0 wad o i Gimgiy dw ool duslae
doly a8 Bas plels MBSl ladS, | tw, b
Sladiges | odel Cumsts I cladS, L oo ol Ken
ol Ay o i Ll b ]y olacglss Lol csn ] pd
P ol iagh dule SO s b cwl Kalon 4l
ol syl » Giley wnlp 3l pee » ol
Slgze g Hdle biagh ol s golel y ilesd
JWLQ? dﬁi” L« o oS ) u.il)..gl Ql}]? Lghbui})’)l
Sy 4 e b Shy doly Wb calls b o)l

ol gl o Lo opdy 5y | g lizel bl Lol wllas,e
son ) 2 Shy o Cuns s asl (I ezl (908
62,8 &Sl (gl Lol s wpe Cogine g e (gly oS Sad
SN slo Sy 5l (ol 1L A3k (Goine b pde ol
i Cadd gl oyl B8 uSaie il oyl ms oL 1,
kol sloadlye I ation L8y (IS o Jooall gt
1> ke g 5] o lizels Aoy lodgs aie (slo b0l
ol 0dd (B35 55 (VAAY) oy 5 (sl g
SR syl wls b bgands )y opl b dulio
I asl g LB Wlge SN Bgaite slaiing,
0s53le sy 09,5 )3 (VAAA) ity 9 Sy gy &S b
shl> 09,5 55 (VW) %3 5 62)l gl o YAV (s
S g (d Gimgy g Wload plonl VA (0L
orlaisl O e (Gleigai i Lo ()ly & (Y0 4))
5 (Voo¥) sy 5 55T slagimgly 4 |y awglio ol )b
colo Ban L &S ooy 90 2 YY) SS9 S
13 oS oo Sgiome Sl plol IMS] Cagn Lolide S,
orYl gl b imgh cpl o a5 glaSy) e ¥ e
Ntwd oS, (ole g @olo lond 03l il gaids
S| pasid BuS oy (lyis 4 Glagh aw oS
a4 plysl (g )bly lal ol odd a2

¥ g
iRk dw ) Gy (YL b (SIS0
M azds S [ased M azeds
(ol> img3) (VIF Sigs' 5 Sj) (YooF @) 5 g25T)
(D=8 XO/SY s uSilis) (D=YSYF 0ads 1S3 35> yobdy) M=V XV/F s (3sS0L)
wolb Slozel JB8 Somdd
slazel 5 sl Jgiune o>
&le lly & G iyl Basieyle, Jole
395 & pl o] 295 nube>
i it
Jole e
Jblsg oS SaS
oleall Sle
Py Sdiggaks olse
il AR -

A e Cualad y pasis colile 5 35 elusl S L
Sy o Agio Iy 595 (IMS] ozl i cpdy 18 e

M pasd S g opl el p ggeme )
Jy.ol P Ltaui})‘)l Qil Cawl L;QS.’?LA.M Jy.ol ) Ltaui})‘)l «hyls

1. asymmetrical 2. good character

3. incorruptness 4. filialness
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