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Abstract

he purpose of this research was to examine theafidentity in the relationship between family fatironing and prob-

lem behavior in a sample of 300 (150 females, 1%0es) second year middle school students. Famihgtioning was
operationalized in terms of parent-adolescent compation, parental involvement and positive paregtiProblem behavior
was operationalized in terms of aggressive behavide breaking behavior, and attention problentsu@ural equation mo-
dels indicated that 22% of the total (direct andiiact) relationships between family functioningdaproblem behavior ope-
rated through identity variables, and identity agibn partially mediated the relationship betweamify functioning and early
adolescent problem behavior. The present findinggested that both family functioning and identitgy play important ro-
les in directing young adolescents toward or awaynfproblem behavior. Implications for interventiamere discussed.
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1. interpersonal 4. confused
2. distinct personality 5. Jessor, R.
3. Erikson, E. H. 6. Jessor, S.

7. parent involvement
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1. biopschosocial model

2. disposition
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1. Parenting Practices Scale

2. Parent-Adolescamin@inication Scale

3. Erikson Psychosocial Stageritory
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