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Ego Development and Personality Disorders in

Prisoners vs Non-Prisoners

Hassan Hadinezhad

M. A. in Psychology

Abstract

he personality disorders among 60 non-political pri-

soners of Zanjan’s prison and a control group of 60
non-prisoners without a history of mental illness were
assessed, using the Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory-
II (MCMI-II; Millon, 1987). The development of ego am-
ong participants also was measured using a questionnaire
that included four factors from Cattell’s 16 Personality
Factor Questionnaire (Cattell, 1965). Results posited that
the prisoners scored higher than the non-prisoner in all the
subscales of personality disorders except for the obsessive
personality subscale. Analysis of measurements of ego de-
velopment showed that two groups were significantly dif-
ferent in ego strength and emotional sensitivity that pri-
soner group showed significantly lower level of ego deve-
lopment. Among the prisoners, there were negative cor-
relations between ego strength and avoidant, antisocial,
masochistic, and schizotypal personality disorders and po-
sitive correlations between emotional sensitivity and bo-
rderline personality disorder. The highest scores of pri-
soner group included the borderline personality disorder
and schizoid. A more detailed discussion of the findings is

presented.

Key words: personality disorders, ego development, pri-

soner.
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1. Eysenck, M. W.

2. Lombroso, C. 9. impulse
3. Turk, A. 10. ego
4. Quinney, R. 11. functioning

5. Chambliss, W.
6. Seidman, R.

7. stressor 14. Freud, S.

8. coping strategy

12. Lovinger, J.
13. psychoanalysis

15. ego psychology
16. Hartmann, H.
17. autonomy

18. With, R. W.

19. Block, J.

20. Block, J.

21. integrator
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1. antisocial personality disorder
2. borderline personality disorder
3. Marshall, R. J.

4. neo-psychoanalysts

5. reality-testing

6. judgment

7. thought process

8. integration competence

9. Brodsky, S. L.
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1. Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory - II 12. schizotypal 23. delusional disorder

2. personality pattern 13. paranoid 24. moderator

3. schizoid 14. clinical syndrome 25. validity

4. avoidant 15. anxiety 26. response tendency
5. dependent 16. somatoform 27. reliability

6. histrionic 17. bipolar manic 28. internal consistence
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11. severe personality pattern 22. major depression
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