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Abstract 

he Rubin and Peplau’s (1975) Belief in a Just World 

Scale (BJWS), and Buss & Perry’s (1992) Aggre- 

ssion Questionnaire were used to estimate the correlations 

between dimensions of aggression (anger and hostility) and 

belief in a just and an unjust world. Using multistage ran- 

dom method of sampling, 430 persons above age 16 in the 

city of Esfehan were selected as participants and comple- 

ted the questionnaires. Analysis of data showed that anger 

and hostility were negatively correlated with belief in a 

just world (r=-0.17, and -0.12, P<0.01) and with belief in 

an unjust world (r = -0.10 and -0.16, P<0.01) respectively. 

Partial correlations, controlling for anger and hostility, in- 

dicated that belief in a just world has a significant nega- 

tive relationship with anger (r=-0.12, P<0.01). Belief in an 

unjust world also was negatively correlated with hostili- 

ty (r=-0.13, P<0.01). Analysis of regression demonstarted 

that belief in a just and an unjust world can predict anger, 

and belief in an unjust and just world can predict hostility 

(p<0.01). 

 

Key�words: belief in a just world, belief in an unjust wor- 

ld, aggression, anger, hostility. 
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1. control over the environment 7. belief in a just world 13. stress 

2. motivation 8. internal locus of control 14. latent knowledge structure 

3. self–efficacy 9. work ethic 15. normative beliefs 

4. self–esteem 10. functions 16. social information processing 

5. mental health 11. explanatory style 17. mental mechanism 

6. norms prohibition 12. adaptive 
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1. attribution 5. moderation 9. threat 

2. frustrate factor 6. hostile attributional bias 10. negative emotions 

3. general model 7. buffer 11. perceived unfairness 

4. barrier 8. challenge  
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1. Belief in a Just World Scale (BJWS) 3. physical aggression 5. anger 

2. Buss and Perry's Aggression Questionnaire 4. verbal aggression 6. hostility 
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