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The Role of Religious Experiences in Predicting Social Problem Solving
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Abstract

he aim of the present study was to investigate the role of religious experiences in predicting social problem solving. Four

hundred and sixteen students who studied in MA level at Shiraz University were selected using multistage cluster
sampling. The participants completed the Religious Fundamentalism-Revised Questionnaire (RF-R) (Altemeyer & Hunsberger,
2004), the Quest scale (Batson & Schoenrade, 1991) and the Social Problem Solving inventory-Revised Short Form (SPS-R:SF)
(D’Zurilla, Nezu,&Maydeu-Olivares, 2002). The data were analyzed using multiple regression (stepwise method). The results
indicated that self-criticism (one dimension of the quest) was the positive and significant predictor of positive problem solving
orientation. Self-criticism and complexity were the positive and significant predictors of rational problem solving. Moreover, the
fundamentalism was the positive and significant predictor of negative problem solving orientation, and tolerance was the negative
and significant predictor of negative problem orientation. The regression analysis indicated that tolerance, fundamentalism and self-
criticism significantly predicted impulsive/avoidance problem solving style. The findings suggested that the religious experience

may play an important role in social problem solving styles.
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1. Pallow, O. 4. Alloport, G.
2. varieties of religious experience
3. divine

5. fundamentalism religion
6. cognitive strategies

7. epistemic beliefs
8. certainty of knowledge
9. complexity of knowledge

10. quest
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3. problem orientation

4. problem solving styles
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1. Religious Fundamentalism-Revised (RF-R)
2. Right-wing Autoritarianism Scale

3. tolerance
4. Quest Scale
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1. Mchoskey, J. W. 3. Worzel, W.
2. Betris, T. 4. Kelly, K.

5. complexity

6. self-criticism

7. openness to change
8. Social Problem Solving Inventory (SPSI)
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1. impulsive-carelessness
2. Comparative Fit Index (CFI)

3. Adjusted Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI)
4. avoiabnce-impulsive
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