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Abstract

The Constitutional Revolution laid the groundwork for a fundamental
transformation in Iran's political order and the establishment of a new
mechanism, with the separation of powers being one of its key
components. The curbing of the Shah's absolute power within the
framework of the constitution, the transfer of some of his sovereign
authority to the executive branch of government, and the
establishment of the National Consultative Assembly were the main
manifestations of this change. However, the long-standing tradition of
autocratic political culture and the absence of a legal tradition
governing the separation of powers meant that this transformation
would face serious challenges in practice. In this study, focusing on
the case of the Fourth National Consultative Assembly, we examine
the experience of the separation of powers and its associated
challenges during a specific phase of the Constitutional era. The
central research question revolves around analyzing the interaction
between the government and the parliament as two key pillars of the
new political order, as well as the role of political factions and parties
in shaping this interaction. According to the findings of this research,
the Fourth Assembly was the first parliament that, free from internal
and external crises and threats, had the opportunity to complete its full
term. Thus, it could have provided a more favorable environment for
the institutionalization of the principle of separation of powers.
However, factors such as the lack of an institutionalized legal
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counter these ideas and their proponents. Their writings in the
journal reveal a firm belief that the hijab issue was a religious
and jurisprudential matter, not subject to alteration. They argued
that, historically, the hijab had never hindered women’s progress
and excellence in Islamic societies. Furthermore, from their
perspective, Islamic  male guardianship and communal
consensus were incompatible with unveiling, as women’s
sartorial freedom would compromise their social security and
tarnish their dignity.

Keywords: Hijab in Islamic societies, Ottoman newspapers, the Tasatur
(hijab) issue, the Ottoman Constitutional Era, Sebiliirresad.



Islamic History and Civilization /29

Women tasatur in the Religious Press of the Second
Ottoman Constitutional Era: A Case Study of the
Sebiliirresad

Zahra Khodaei'

Qeshlag, PhD Candidate in History and Civilization of Islamic Nations,
Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran. Corresponding
Author. Valiollah Barzegar Klishomi
Assistant Professor, Department of History and Civilization of Islamic
Nations, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, lran.
Mehdi Ebadi
Associate Professor, Department of History and Civilization of Islamic
Nations, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

The Ottoman society experienced unique conditions from the
beginning of the Constitutional Era, during which various
political and social factions actively engaged in journalism to
reflect diverse political, cultural, and social issues while
promoting their own perspectives. Among them, the religiously
observant segment of Ottoman society utilized newspapers and
journalism as a means of social activism, giving rise to the
religious press of the Constitutional Era. The
journal Sebiliirresad was one such publication affiliated with
Ottoman traditionalists, actively addressing social and religious
concerns while voicing the preoccupations of its devout writers.
During this period, the spread of European values, influenced by
modernist policies and activities, emerged as a significant issue
for the religious Ottoman society, with the Tasatur (hijab) issue
for women becoming a central topic. While reformist groups
sought to portray European women and their social freedoms—
including dress codes—through the press, the writers
of Sebiliirresad relied on prevailing Ottoman traditions to
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Abstract

This article investigates the reasons behind the evolution of ‘Abd al-
Rashid Ibrahim’s (1274-1363 AH / 1857-1944 CE) political thought,
from a focus on Islamic unity to an embrace of Asian unity. Employing a
historical methodology and the theoretical framework of paradigm shift,
it argues that contemporary political developments—particularly Japan’s
victory over Russia, the gradual decline of the Ottoman Empire, the
eventual abolition of the Caliphate, and the rise of secularism in
Turkey—alongside field experiences gained through his numerous
travels, played a decisive role in shaping his intellectual transformation.
These developments and experiences, facilitated by the transnational
networks with which he interacted, gradually led him from a narrow
emphasis on Islamic unity to a broader vision of Japan-centered Asian
unity. Drawing upon primary sources and relevant scholarship, this study
maintains that Ibrahim’s inclination toward Asian unity was not merely a
tactical or situational move, but a response to the crisis of Islamic unity
in the face of a new global order. In this light, his intellectual engagement
with Japan should be viewed not only ideologically, but also as an effort
to reconstruct the identity of the Islamic world in opposition to Western
hegemony. In addition to filling a gap in Persian-language scholarship
regarding the evolution of Ibrahim’s thought, this research offers new
insights into the role of Muslim intellectuals’ engagement with non-
Western powers in shaping identity discourses.
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Abstract

One of Tehran’s historic houses is a building known as the "House
of ZurGfchi ," located in the old neighborhood of Oudlajan, on
Fakhrulmulk Alley. This research aims to study the history and
architecture of the building, providing a structural introduction, a
brief examination of its decorative elements, and clarifying the
history of its modifications. By analyzing old maps of Tehran and
tracing the historical renaming of the alley (originally named after
Fakhrulmulk), the study investigates the building’s age, ownership,
and the biography of its founder. Findings reveal that the building
consists of two entirely distinct sections. The older part was
commissioned by Reza-Quli Khan Vali, the father of Abolhassan
Khan Ardalan (titled Fakhrulmulk), from whom the alley derives
its name. During the late Qajar or early Pahlavi era, another section
with a completely different architectural style was added to the
northern part of the property, while other parts of the building have
been lost in recent years.

Keywords: Qajar-era Tehran, House of Zurifchi , Fakhrulmlk
Mansion, Reza-Quli Khan Vali, Abolhassan Khan Ardalan.
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policy not only to distance the Kurds from his area of influence but also to
utilize their military strength and combat skills against his opponents. The
consequence of the forced emigration of Kurds to Guilan region had results
political, economic and social and led to the formation of racial mixing of Kurds
with Turks, Gil and Daylam in the region
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Abstract

The Kormanj Kurds, from the border areas of Iran and the Ottoman Empire,
were relocated to the interior regions of Iran, including Azerbaijan, Khorasan,
and Guilan, for various reasons.This study focuses on the reasons and how the
migration of the Kormanj Kurds from Khorasan to Guilan during the reign of
Nader Shah Afshar. Based on this, the hypothesis is presented that the main
reason for this migration was not, as commonly believed, to prevent Russian
invasions and attacks on Guilan, rather, it was primarily linked to Nader Shah’s
policy of relocating tribes to exert control, reduce their influence, and utilize
them as a strategic tool. This study answers the research question through a
descriptive-analytical approach.The findings show that the forced relocation of
the Kormanj Kurds to Guilan by Nader Shah Afshar was due to their conflicts
with the Khans of Quchan, to prevent their union and revolts against the
governors in Khorasan, to suppress internal uprisings in Guilan, and to maintain

the region's security for Nader Shah's government. Nader Shah employed this
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al-Din Fazlullah and ‘4za-Malik Juvayni played a crucial role in
safeguarding elements of the Iranshahri thought through historical
writings, efforts in Iran's reconstruction, and defending the land

against external threats .
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Abstract

This article examines the role of Iranian ministers and in promoting
and preserving the idea of Iranshahr during the Ilkhanate period. The
establishment of the Mongol llkhanate within territories roughly
corresponding to those of the Sasanian Empire provided an
opportunity for the revival of Iran's name, identity, and culture. With
the spread of Iranian bureaucracy in the Mongol court, Iranian viziers
and administrators found a valuable chance to revive Iranian cultural
traditions. By reviving and emphasizing the use of the name "Iran"
and addressing the llkhans with titles such as ""Shahanshah™ (King of
Kings) and "Padishah-e Iran (King of Iran), they reconnected with
their historical and cultural past, revitalizing the Iranshahri idea. This
idea emphasized principles such as territorial unity, the
interconnection of religion and politics, the establishment of order and
security, and a focus on justice. Iranian ministers in the Ilkhanate court
encouraged the rulers to uphold justice, maintain social order, and
strive for geographical cohesion, thereby preserving Iranian identity in
a new framework. Prominent Iranian viziers such as Khwaja Rashid
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