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In the first centuries of the Islamic era, Khuzestan had many prosperous cities and
towns; however, from the fourth century of the Islamic calendar onwards, many
cities and towns in this region declined and were destroyed. This research, with an
analytical approach, seeks to answer the fundamental question: What factors
caused the decline of urban life and the destruction of many cities in Khuzestan
between the fourth and eighth centuries AH? The research findings show that the
decline of urban life in Khuzestan from the fourth to the eighth centuries AH was
the result of various economic, natural, social, and political factors. The change in
the route of maritime trade from the Persian Gulf to the Red Sea, natural disasters,
changes in the region's demographic structure, the domination of nomadic tribes
over some cities, and ultimately the political-military developments of the fifth to
eighth centuries AH played a role in the decline of urban life and the final
destruction of the cities of Khuzestan.
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