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Abstract
Introduction: Peace education is a multidimensional approach aimed at fostering a culture of peace through
various educational practices and methodologies. The significance of peace education has been recognized in
response to global conflicts, social inequalities, and the urgent need for social reconciliation, establishing it as a
vital component of contemporary educational systems. The objective of this research is to identify and stratify the
dimensions of 'peace education’ at the lower secondary school level.
Research Methodology: In terms of purpose, this study is applied research, and regarding data collection, it is
an exploratory mixed-methods study conducted in two qualitative and quantitative phases. In the qualitative phase,
using a content analysis approach, data were gathered through semi-structured interviews with 15 academic
experts in the fields of curriculum planning and educational management. The data were analyzed using thematic
analysis (Attride-Stirling method). The reliability of the coding was confirmed by calculating inter-coder
agreement (93%). In the quantitative phase, using a pairwise comparison questionnaire and the Interpretive
Structural Modeling (ISM) method, data from 25 specialists were analyzed to stratify the extracted dimensions.
The validity and reliability of the instruments were also confirmed.
Findings: Based on the findings of the qualitative phase, 294 basic themes were analyzed and categorized into 92
organizing themes, ultimately leading to the extraction of ten dimensions of 'peace education'. The dimensions of
'peace education' at the lower secondary level include: educational content, student role, context, course
objectives, teaching methods, assessment, support from educational planners and policymakers, raising awareness
among parents and peace-oriented teachers, and schools' cultural and artistic-social activities. Furthermore, based
on the results of the Interpretive Structural Modeling, the highest dependence was observed in the dimensions of
‘assessment’ and 'peace-oriented teachers'. The dimensions of 'school context' and 'student role' had the least
dependence and the greatest influence. It was also determined that the variables 'raising awareness among parents’,
‘assessment’, and 'peace-oriented teachers' are dependent variables, while the variables 'context’, 'student role’,
‘course objectives', and 'educational content' are independent variables.
Conclusion: The results indicate that the successful implementation of a 'peace education' course requires
simultaneous attention to various dimensions situated at different levels of influence and dependence.
Foundational dimensions such as school context and student characteristics play a key role in the success of the
course, while executive dimensions such as teaching methods, assessment, and the role of teachers require policy
support and careful planning.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

In the contemporary era, given the proliferation of structural and direct violence at local and
global levels, peace education is recognized as a fundamental strategy for promoting a culture
of dialogue, tolerance, and peaceful conflict resolution in societies. This is particularly crucial
in educational settings, as schools can provide a foundation for instilling peace-oriented values
in future generations. However, the effective implementation of peace education requires a
deep understanding of its dimensions and influencing factors. The primary objective of this
research was to design a structural model to explain and stratify the dimensions of a "Peace
Education” program at the lower secondary school level using the Interpretive Structural
Modeling (ISM) approach. This study sought to provide a strategic roadmap for educational
planners and practitioners by identifying the internal relationships among various dimensions.

Goal:

The objective of this research is to identify and stratify the dimensions of 'peace education' at
the lower secondary school level.

Method:

This study was applied in terms of its purpose and utilized an exploratory mixed-methods
(qualitative-quantitative) design for data collection. The research was conducted in two distinct
phases. In the qualitative phase, data were collected through in-depth, semi-structured
interviews with 15 experts and specialists in the fields of curriculum studies and educational
management, selected via purposive sampling. Qualitative data analysis was performed using
"thematic analysis" and the "thematic network™ technique (as narrated by Attride-Stirling). This
process involved extracting basic, organizing, and global themes. To ensure coding reliability,
inter-coder agreement was used, resulting in a calculated agreement rate of 93%, indicating
satisfactory reliability. In the quantitative phase, the "Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM)"
method was employed. The statistical population for this phase consisted of 25 university
specialists and professors. The data collection tool was a "self-interaction assessment matrix
(SSIM) questionnaire,” whose validity was confirmed by experts, and its reliability was
verified through a test-retest method with a one-month interval, yielding a correlation
coefficient above 0.7. The quantitative data were analyzed in six main ISM steps: 1) Forming
the Structural Self-Interaction Matrix (SSIM), 2) Forming the Initial Reachability Matrix, 3)
Forming the Final Reachability Matrix, 4) Determining the level of factors, 5) Drawing the
final structural model, and 6) conducting MICMAC analysis.

Findings:

The analysis of qualitative data led to the identification of 10 main and key dimensions for the
"Peace Education” program: Educational Content, Student Role, Context (School and
Community Milieu), Course Objectives, Cultural, Artistic, and Social School Activities,
Teaching Methods, Assessment, Support from Educational Planners and Policymakers,
Parental Awareness-Raising, Peace-Oriented Teachers. The results of the Interpretive
Structural Modeling (ISM) revealed that these dimensions fit into a five-level hierarchical
structure:

= Level 1 (Most Dependent Factors): Assessment and Peace-Oriented Teachers. These
dimensions are influenced by other levels.

= Level 2: Parental Awareness-Raising.

= Level 3: Cultural-Social School Activities, Teaching Methods, and Support from
Planners/Policymakers.
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= Level 4: Course Objectives and Educational Content.

= Level 5 (Most Influential/Driving Factors): Context and Student Role. These two

dimensions were identified as the most fundamental and influential factors in the model.

Furthermore, MICMAC analysis categorized the dimensions into four groups: Independent
Variables (High driving power, low dependence): Context, Student Role, Course Objectives,
and Educational Content. Dependent Variables (Low driving power, high
dependence): Assessment, Peace-Oriented Teachers, and Parental Awareness-Raising.
Autonomous Variables (Low driving power, low dependence): Teaching Methods, Support
from Planners, and Cultural Activities. Linkage Variables were not identified in this model.

Conclusion:

The findings of this research indicate that the successful design and implementation of a "Peace
Education” program require a systemic perspective and attention to the hierarchy of influence
among its various dimensions. Foundational and infrastructural dimensions such as "School
Context" (physical environment, rules, demographic composition) and the "Student Role"
(individual characteristics and skills of students) form the base of the model as the most
influential factors. On the other hand, dimensions such as "Peace-Oriented Teachers™ and
"Assessment,” although situated at lower levels of the model, are key operational factors that
actualize the program's success and are highly dependent on the quality of the higher-level
dimensions. By presenting an interpretive-structural model, this study provides a clear
understanding of the dynamics and internal relationships among the components of peace
education. It is suggested that educational planners and policymakers prioritize the
improvement of the school context and student empowerment in the first step, as these factors
are essential prerequisites enabling the success of other initiatives. Concurrently, investment in
teacher training and empowerment, along with designing an appropriate assessment system, is
crucial for the practical realization of peace education objectives. The proposed model can
serve as a roadmap for the effective integration of peace education into the lower secondary
school curriculum.
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