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Abstract

Introduction: Social entrepreneurship is a dynamic and innovative field that plays a significant role in
preparing individuals to drive positive social change The main objective of this research was to validate
a model for social entrepreneurship education for high school students in Iraq.

Methods: A descriptive correlational method was used. The statistical population for the quantitative
section included university professors, managers, and teachers, totaling 351 individuals. A stratified
random sampling method was employed. The research instrument was a researcher-made questionnaire
derived from the findings of the qualitative phase of the study. Its content validity and reliability were
confirmed using Cronbach's alpha, yielding a coefficient of 0.86. To validate the proposed model, the
opinions of professors and teachers regarding the questionnaire's format and content were evaluated.
Lincoln and Guba's criteria were also utilized. For analyzing the guantitative data, confirmatory factor
analysis and structural equation modeling (model fitting) based on partial least squares were used.
Results: The results indicated that the social entrepreneurship education model, which consists of six
overarching themes and 15 organizing themes—including goal setting (strategic goals and operational
objectives), content foundations (psychological, legal, technological, economic, and health
foundations), democratic approach (learner respect, open teaching strategies), culture building
(awareness raising, modeling), evaluation (program evaluation, learner assessment), and ecosystem
development (identity building, ecosystem enhancement)—has adequate fit. Its validity was confirmed
from the perspective of university professors and high school teachers.

Conclusion: This model overall not only covers the technical and skill dimensions of social
entrepreneurship but also pays special attention to human and cultural dimensions. Here, social
entrepreneurship is seen as a comprehensive activity encompassing both economic and social-
environmental aspects. The innovations of this model, compared to similar research, allow it to move
beyond traditional frameworks and address the current and future needs of the local and potentially
global community.
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Title: Validation of the Social Entrepreneurship Education Model for Secondary School Students in Iraq

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Social entrepreneurship is a dynamic and innovative field that plays a significant role in
preparing individuals to drive positive social change. By integrating entrepreneurial principles
with a commitment to addressing social, economic, and environmental challenges, this form of
education empowers individuals to transform innovative ideas into sustainable initiatives that
generate meaningful social value. The main objective of this research was to validate a model
for social entrepreneurship education for high school students in Irag.

Methods: A descriptive correlational method was used. The statistical population for the
quantitative section included university professors, managers, and teachers, totaling 351
individuals. A stratified random sampling method was employed. The research instrument was
a researcher-made questionnaire derived from the findings of the qualitative phase of the study.
Its content validity and reliability were confirmed using Cronbach's alpha, yielding a
coefficient of 0.86. To validate the proposed model, the opinions of professors and teachers
regarding the questionnaire's format and content were evaluated. Lincoln and Guba's criteria
were also utilized. For analyzing the quantitative data, confirmatory factor analysis and
structural equation modeling (model fitting) based on partial least squares were used.

Results: The results indicated that the social entrepreneurship education model, which consists
of six overarching themes and 15 organizing themes—including goal setting (strategic goals
and operational objectives), content foundations (psychological, legal, technological,
economic, and health foundations), democratic approach (learner respect, open teaching
strategies), culture building (awareness raising, modeling), evaluation (program evaluation,
learner assessment), and ecosystem development (identity building, ecosystem
enhancement)—has adequate fit. Its validity was confirmed from the perspective of university
professors and high school teachers.

Conclusion: This model overall not only covers the technical and skill dimensions of social
entrepreneurship but also pays special attention to human and cultural dimensions. Here, social
entrepreneurship is seen as a comprehensive activity encompassing both economic and social-
environmental aspects. The innovations of this model, compared to similar research, allow it
to move beyond traditional frameworks and address the current and future needs of the local
and potentially global community.
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