Journal of Ahsan Education, Vol ¥, No Y, Summer Y:Ye
ISSN (Online): ¥+ 1 +-AYeX
Research Paper

Indicators and components of self-development of managers in
the school-centered management approach

Morteza Hejrati', Ali Akbar Ajam” *, Hossein Momeni Mahmoui"

Received: Yo/+o/Y+Yo Accepted: V£/+4/Y+Y0

PP: 1V-AR
Abstract

Objective: School-centered management, as one of the new educational approaches, with an emphasis
on decentralization and independence of schools, plays an important role in improving educational
quality. On the other hand, self-development of educational leadership is one of the key tools for
empowering managers and increasing their effectiveness in this direction. In recent years, considerable
attention has been paid by researchers to examining the dimensions and components of these two areas.
Therefore, the present study was conducted with the aim of identifying and explaining the dimensions
and components affecting the school-centered management model and self-development of educational
leadership.

Materials and Methods: This study used a qualitative method with a meta-synthesis approach.
Research data were collected and analyzed based on Roberts' six-stage model. For this purpose, relevant
articles were searched and collected within the specified time period (domestic: y¢.¥—y¢-. and foreign:

y-v¥—v.v.). The research population included all relevant domestic and foreign articles (vvv articles), of
which v. articles were selected purposefully after content and subject screening. The data were reviewed

using thematic content analysis method, and to ensure the validity of the results, the criteria of
researcher self-review and peer review (rater agreement coefficient) were used.

Discussion and Conclusion: The analysis of the findings showed that the dimensions and components
of school-centered management and self-development of educational leadership are organized into four
main dimensions: cultural-contextual factors (including political conditions, organizational norms,
social conditions, organizational norms, legal-political support, economic resources), organizational-
structural factors (including organizational processes, organizational monitoring and control),
individual-personality factors (including endogenous motivation, professional competencies,
continuous learning), and managerial-meta-sectoral factors (including managerial support and strategic
planning capabilities). The results of this study, by providing a comprehensive picture of the influential
dimensions, can help design local models and efficient strategies to improve the quality of school
management and develop educational leadership.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

School-based management (SBM) has emerged as a modern educational approach that
emphasizes decentralization and the autonomy of schools in decision-making processes. This
approach plays a significant role in enhancing the quality of education by empowering
principals to act as effective leaders. On the other hand, self-development in educational
leadership is considered a key tool for strengthening principals’ professional capacity and
improving their effectiveness in guiding schools toward sustainable progress. In recent years,
researchers have increasingly focused on exploring the dimensions and components of SBM
alongside leadership self-development. Therefore, the present study aimed to identify and
analyze the key factors influencing school-based management and educational leadership self-
development, in order to design a comprehensive framework for advancing educational quality.

Goal:

The goal of this study was to explain and categorize the dimensions and components of self-
development within the context of school-based management and its role in shaping effective
educational leadership.

Method:

This research adopted a qualitative method with a meta-synthesis approach. Data were
collected and analyzed using the six-step Roberts model. Within the specified timeframe
(domestic studies: Y+Y)-Y:Ye: international studies: Y+«Y:—Y:Y¢) relevant articles were
systematically searched and reviewed. The research population included all related national
and international studies (YYV articles), from which Y+ articles were purposively selected after
content and subject screening. Thematic content analysis was employed to analyze the data,
while criteria such as researcher self-review and peer debriefing (inter-rater reliability) were
applied to ensure validity.

Findings:
Analysis of the findings revealed that the factors influencing SBM and educational leadership
self-development can be categorized into four major dimensions:

V. Cultural-contextual factors: political conditions, organizational norms, social
environment, legal-policy supports, and economic resources.

Y. Organizational-structural factors: organizational processes, monitoring, and
administrative control.

Y. Individual-personal factors: intrinsic motivation, professional competencies, and
continuous learning.

¢, Managerial-cross-sectoral factors: managerial support and strategic planning capacity.

Conclusion:

The study concludes that effective implementation of SBM and the strengthening of
educational leadership self-development require a multidimensional approach that integrates
contextual, organizational, personal, and managerial elements. By offering a comprehensive
picture of the influencing factors, this research provides insights that can be used to design
localized models and effective strategies aimed at improving school management and
advancing leadership development in education systems.
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