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Abstract

Background: The high percentage of putrescible materials in generated waste in Iran, in one hand, and lack of proper lands
for sanitary landfilling of waste (specially in the northern parts of the country), in the other hand, along with problems of
collection, transportation and disposal of waste all make it necessary to think about vermicompost method as an efficient
technique for disposal of organic waste.

Method: The present study aims to investigate the degradation of domestic waste using specific earthworm ‘Eisenia foetida’.
For this purpose, a wooden pilot including three floors was designed. Length, width and height of the pilot were 45, 25 and
65 cm respectively. Then 500 earthworms were collected manually and put on created media in the pilot. The domestic waste
was added every week to the pilot, and after 60 days the compost was taken out. Finally, the important parameters in the
produced compost were analyzed in the laboratory.

Results: The result shows that providing proper situations like temperature range of 20-30 °C and moisture range of 60-75%
and also appropriate aeration can lead to creation of a suitable place for the growth of earthworms and consequently
conversion of organic wastes to rich compost. The ratio of C/N in the produced vermicompost was 14.53 (range of C/N is 10-
20).

Conclusion: One of the other advantages of this method is that it can also be used for increasing the earthworms as a food
resource for domesticated animals and aquatic creatures.

Keywords: Vermicompost, Earthworm, Eisenia foetida, Domestic waste.

1- Professor, Faculty of Environment, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

2- MSc Student, Faculty of Environment, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. *(Corresponding Author)

3- Assistant Profesor, Environmental Sciences Research Institute, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
4- Professor, Faculty of Paramedical, Babol Medical University, Iran.


mailto:hadipour.m@gmail.com

yya

R 1 ES ] POV FORTOUN Qg 7 P OV'E

solal Sy90 wi..of )9 _\...st BN @Lﬁ‘ Jj..a;u _\.Jy kﬁ‘)‘.’ Andrei
=S Olsmean laBgdlsnl (S5 0,5 Ll AV A A) 0,5 oo )13
A>930)90 a)‘s_o_m W}..As 29 b_hlfu.._‘La),\ (5L“V‘"“" fl;;.i' 6‘)‘.’ WL;.A
3 S a5 assS ol sleslaiwl an i hla cde (V) sl 005
e Sy b T 5 5 Y Jas 0,08 g (5o a2 3
axs (VF) wil o aisS il a4y G 0,ué g Lo cugh; jlaie PH L
S oS an e yiwd Jdodn aizmen g Gilizee Olalllas gy
oads DBl CawganS ayg slaialesl plosl sl oS £55 ol dassdlssyl

oW
i S el Helale doy CewgraS o)y g, 5l ooliiul (K8 e S5

3l ool | 5L s RN w5l Sl S G L5 g0

(Sglae an by e Ot 5l ol S| I 10 CegeeS (059 39,
009 solatdl @lie slls abgrye sloan jo g losilony &85 9 Ji5 5 Jor
ST 5 il lgan adss lase 5 Jgol b3l o slp 1y ol 5
sl Slos o pae w58 ibge pate gl Glyied e )3 RalS
3hosliiwl Gaiss ol jo wanl Hlo 95 5 (glosladl 593 Corenl 5l (g o el
095 40 (SL3) lasiloy o 50 lassgdlsn] (Sb glag S

el &3S 1E o) 3590 (CngeeS)

eSS L))

Gobl jluilel) g el >l5b

(@ 55T allyg) (S ally 5l g nys 4 polate & Gl (nl 5
adeb () JS2) csloas (ool aib 4 55 5 ooz i 5l (SsbL
509 503 Caand 93 5l oz SlS sty o Slony (6,05 ,1,8 Joro a5 YL
S l3 Jme a5 Loy il 0o L YL 5l (Y Syson O 0y
O9r Dokl oy g olr Cend Sl 0988 Sjgod g 00y e S
il sl Jloiml ald yslaer Jome a5 5 ol akib 5 oo
oy g Y il A5 398 00 5 gl 51y (2585 Dyt Lawg 4ile
b a5 WS o @al 1) Sl cal a5 et S5 (6 l0g ] e slad )
Ol Gk sl alsn Lap S oS (5920 4wty adls b3l o b )5S
i VU b 4 o a5y Wl 51 5 00sl Y (3L sy 51 o] pgum
=9 Ol 45) Slyo cnl g8 5 Cltal (sl (LAt 4y 0)lgs 5 008
29 S 5 by ab US55 (b jlas 5 (Sal Jls 90 CugeoS
A5 i Sy, 50 ol S 45 (gl b o0 end log e
el s 515 45 s a4y 5 ot iSRSyl amsgs o
eW)l g (o 9 Job 93,5 45 (e )3 b ez lam g aidl L
V0 YL 4k gLl a5 Col yia il £0 5 YO 5 £O oy 4 Skl

wilor pagtlo A (ol aib g e ilo FY b diibs e

doddo

S & il mlio 895 5 (Grlind S Wanez )0 SR
0955 13 g ouds ol amdniz )3 Wlemy wdgs Gl Czrge (S5
&z Lot b 5l S 0)lped adilony pl calis 2o e
Sdgi wlay 5 O v v S alys; olnl o ooy ailise 50
adeiaes o JSis krlyl sleaslomy 1) QT Ao Ve Lfe oS onds
E30=b s S|y ogdle ] (Il t 80 5 I slasilany 1538035,
D9 s 39— SUlg nlo g Sevgu iy (o polai s Loy Jolse
slacl (Fosdl s gsehasl slags oz 51 sl 8 (s lame sla S0l
&35 o) crlpln (Vo)) o)l Jlsan 551, SB g (mj ) 9 (b
3590 0yl Cemy o Lk 10 mps 5090 o Slsieas JT slosilony
(1) wib e 4> 5

SSeidse 5 sileoed ((Saged slasis) eyl yolr Ul o &Sl e
el Lo g, ol Lol 00,5 oo I8 oslil )50 JT il Slse a8 (sl
- 69108 3l eslil cnlpls (F) 3l 2 ) 52 s5kj anse 5 009 noles
el 1y I slosilony @ wilyzy (2UisS ooy o5 450 & 95ke o
loslallgsd pmnl jlatl JE5lw Gl Ll b Sroge aon 5l g ans
Sl g Jslaio g 3l ool a0y le adlisn 10,55
95 ol Ll el S50 ol bl b T slosilony e o 43525
4 ogliie aolea 4y 5L wnl B Yk lej o el ulee gl
el Joamme adsi 5 ()39, il (ghe Sl 59008 ailony 0355
CgaS dy (AT slasilomy 105 Jslate (g, Sloll (o etes aloz
(O) w3l e

“p S Cdled g ilowy T 0lge )] ) o5 Cenl (s39) CusgioS (a9
kot ale (mgegn 9 e (30e Slge 4 lapanilS g Se 5 S sla
2l ol G g Koo Sujslses anl B )0 &5 6isF plor (F) 09 0
hby (S sl gl (sayy gy 50 S (oo Ll T olge 4525
mgeaS o)y Ghey 40 &ly 40 (Y A) iyl suge |y T olge s
05 2y by essS Jes (SHlSe eaitS bgline S plsier (SB- slap S
Gyl ) ol pleord 5 (Sjed o Saidsm 4525 Ll wilowy JI sli2]
s ol (li8l g N @ C e al5 b )1 ogdle 5 oatisy
5 95w sl Gl 1) baslens ol s S (sl oolasul LB
099y A dd e s ead plodl Glalllas (1) WS o oolel ‘_"_';T 455
S 0 4850 & (9,he 5 @y 1 dyS (69108 S CegeaS (s
38 odmel Cwsdss Jgame a5 5] e (V0 -V F) wibge JT slodilonsy
by Ol iz 5 035 (55 b 3ie Sl SIS CusgraS g9 wn
() 2550 plonil ool GlalS

Perionyx Eisenia foetida , s S ¢35 cilise slodiss sz o

Eisenia 4 Eudrilus Eugenia P. Sansibaricus .excavatus




Lo g (Jouwe aoli 039 «Cumns j o (55919550 9 pole yy.
oui o>l yb slily 5l 5 At glos - JSCB
Figure 1- Schematic of designed pilot (open and close)
9= Hlasl b Ol ez 5l izmen g Ol a0 B 5IG ool an s (5 5lwoslo] wiisgioS coyg bl (b 10 3 lge o Teee 5 S

al 039y Sian Sobly 3o 4y wilowy 35,5 (uilS )8 095 (5 S ol
o Syl (S0l

SSloe jo A 5,506 el g0 sb, g o)l >4 >0
3 Sasby g Oyl az s poliie red 4 il o CengeS (00)9 B,
|J,_..ul Q)l)_'> a0 J)_..S 5‘;} Lol 00l J)....Sujt.m O Hgods C)5Lla
Grastilas B0 Blo Gz S 4y g Re il Yo (gloger fiaga i Sy
L aslen L oogm .>|)-| g )5 J}JJ‘_Q‘AJ;AJ‘ Gl 00 0l T
o=l e ae LS peS an ) Ol a8 g b sl ules
350 ;0 L5 05,5 5y coais sloml shly aiay jo a5 BISG 51 ] acgeze
39059, dod Dyl Az 0 o Wgd aseie His jse s Ges Slides
ol oy bl (e il To as )0 g e A sl

Az )0) OIS el olKiws ;0 dbged (0,5 S ig, b Cugb ) o
Ll oot plosl (celes g0 loy o g o 5 il azj0 V¥ o)l >
L P e Sy, 50 lauBadlopl slop S cnslio o, Slas aS oyl 4y a> g5
SlBe 0055 05 Sl D90 40 Sldas b jo s o F) Sy VO
S5 (09,0 Slge (95 S D9 S 5 00d oSl 0358 59, &
ool 00 ploxil Slge LIS

L0 a8 5lam a5 aas e L oads plosl Olalas aS o ul 4 a9
m s mmlin S S lls Alols 555 (ungnS s0y9 Sldos 5l 5s, Ve
-diged oocal G 065 5l ldes 9,0 5l 59, £ CdS 5l ey il
a3 5 alosil ) 65, 2 oY losiale;l (S olBiulejl ,o g 00is 515
oS EC PH s 5 as 0« JT 8lge s ys @ bgs e sloiales] ool
Kie () S Sl58 g O3l had (e (ol (JS )5 ]
slang," OLS 4o e anl)l sla by, 5l eolitwl b (pgaedls g & yus

VYY) ceol oo ralzdl "é)l.)ébwal

o axdly
o Slles 385 2l jolie 4 Sllee £950 5 Sobl (6550L )
@B VS el S eolge 5 Cusk) Ol Az e el

Ol CusgraS angd 0550 Job ;0 ploj 4 G |y &)l azpo ot

cellid 5 0y g celin (6t ol sl bl e ST slap,S
i 55y HS 5 2] 5 S e 5l ¥ U Y lazl o S glap,S
§ ol & glaY Kin (55, ol s0d 0l 5 oo Akl Izl e
Do e gudy al b (2S0; B ead aBlal o8 el VL
I Lagia 23 L g S e il 10 2902 (1505 4Y (59 2 05
Ol S35 Blio S slap S 60518 S 4 (nl oS o ool
Ol 65y 5 005 LSy yia il F U Y Culioa golf 055 (5 laie 4
Ll o el s 0iliigy sl A Caslies 4y o, S 51 glag¥ |
9 wsbiie jsbar bba¥ cnl 4 5 0ad isn, o)l S5 (59, p 5 SB 5 le
88,5 L o jlgen p3Y Cugh, B 05 se adlol OT SIS o> 4

SE b g)slae

oyl (i Jlw 0,5 Jsab 0 (SLS glap S Sl
3 3 )00 9,8 e Blos! 4 S mha ad 05 Jdoar g axdloe
s slaaY Cush, slyl 5 Iyn S,k 4 argi b ITAY Jlos olo o
ilies bl 5 b, pair gl jllalinl (SB glep S S
sl 3 (SLs slapsS (I jsba wloads (5 pslaer bl ol i
opdle g oo iy aitl sl Casky 5 T Slse ol (slls a5 canlis
Sl s w¥sa8 a8 ole ey osilinl (SLs slae S o] »
Joe 5L SLE slop S GBadod cnl )0 0)ls 3525 02l &) g0t 355 00
by 3oz 50 (G slaals abgze ;3 ol LY a8 Lge (5SS
b g oog (s Lap S (5 yslaaz sy ol 00 (s pglaaz ol i i
(S slee S glelid sl G azg b 5 Jo oy S 05 9, 5 05
e a5 00 (gl Iaigiliinl (b (S o )5 ue B0 v aga> 5o
slap,S JUl Sz ol ol JiTe SageoS wdgi gz Dbl R
J51s ous g pslanz slap S (i e 4 ol Lo 5| S
Erl 53 g 0ud atiy ) adlate loa (eld Y585 (ol (Jgens ST
Yo olfigle;l an Lap,S JESH 5 e ol oads Jiiie olKiglojl a4y 2y
al> ol 50 88,5 Some byl s b sl oais 00ls 138 g S 4y 9,
2l 3 (@580 (S slasilony 19 35750 pdyolid Slse ST 51 gy

Sl oy g 000,85 el o)l baleny (pl il (s3lwlax ailony



Y

R 1 ES ] POWeRS| FOMTOUN Qg 7 P V'S

D anils a5 oogaze (il

S slap,S Gollas codlad gl calin slos aSpl 4 > g5 b aws oo

50 Sshl slos conl oads s Bligo 4z 0 Ve B Y lauSedls )

35
3 Py
2 30
a / \—\
y
v METAYN
3 ~N
1 3 5 7 9 11 13 25 3 41 50 53 55 57 59
(Gay) gloy

CowgaoS dngd Oldos (b 50 (lo) 4 Comnd Oyl > 4z j0 Ol i — ¥ S

Figure 2-Time varitions of tempreture during composting process

Wead oy a0 VO L £ s Cusby 5o Tauied il slap S canlis
g 4l iol38l doys FO a4 Coghy wilens 0095 4 O ol b alolédl

el oals S a5 5 50 0090y ldes Job yo

@l g ond (il Slilee Job ) e bl S plyeds Cugh, (izren
slal o 558 o oamlie a5 b ylen .l sais sols (LS ¥ S ,o )l

5, Slos a5 ol an dazgi b sl 009y 2oy B adgl dlge Cogb ) (6,51

S

R

(20,9) by

25 36 4 50 53 55 57 59

(59)) oo

CawgaoS dngd Gldoe b 50 (lo) 4y Comnd Cagby Ol s - VS
Figure 3- Time variations of humidity during compostiong process

(10 polis Hh5 1ol gl CamwgrnS (50)9 CodeS -) Jouar

b ol 2l 3 raSiw 1543
Table 1- Quality of produced vermicompost in respect of
nutrients, heavy metals and other parameters

slado Al Hlade syl
VE/OY C:N AIY pH

/-4 (1) JS oo OAID () J olge
- IAY () JS meily £1/0 () yuSls
\YS- (us/cm) EC YA (ORTHY
YAE- (ma/kg) oaf Y-IvE ) I s
FYF (ma/kg) ke Yo (1) Cogbo,
£Iv (MY/KQ) pguesls’ <Y (1) JS yaud
VOA (mg/kg) < Y/-\$ (1) JS ol

SE slopss &5 glapVls &b 5l (aolse Jos Dshl (nl )0 Hizmen
5o Lap¥ls (b Bosb 5l 5 285 o plonl (b Djgod 2id S o i
4250 S5 Cuz @lge (ohm 50 WSl b o SumgeeS 0395 35
505 oolen Jos cnl P 50 a5 0008 5, 5 5 )] 4 olge )l

ol o plox]
Sy hawg Gy CesspeS Sl ialesl g9,5 5l g, £ SBIS L
@l polis Glie )l 5l ol Jpame CudS 5 00l (55 paiged ( S

RCW VY [ O PRSP Fe P LG PV SIOUPS SN SO [T




Oher g Juus

aoli 0319 o § Lo (55519055 g pole vyy

15 1 Sl e 99 YU allics gl a5 ol s ool Y4 JT L
WS o0 4295 ) 2l Jpaze

Dl g CngraS (oa)y 0 pte sLayielly 51 S0 (SON 4 C s
CawgeaS (5055 55 Olyaie 45 Cel Slgo (giluenline ;3 15251 o 5 ol
o CosgraS sayg 55 Comd oa] &S] 5Bl o VEIOY sa)gs
Sg—ad blaiwl g co dVA) b V0 Lawgio jelods g Vo )+ oogaome o
Gaizs opl 50 00 Ay CewgaeS oy N & C s jal )b Ll 5l a8
am g b oS Sl 3590 50 0Bl oo 0555 2 (2295 sl SuheS )
sk ol 1, 3 WHO (saloiing 00500 45 555 5240 ¥ Jgar
S WHO (ol oli ) pynnsls 5 o 581 o 51 a2l
WHO g o &y ol ) a5 el o 51 36 alls oyl 45 aien
Sldd 059 oo 4 aS wil go 608 ssileny 5l eolaul Lo 5
csirio glaally Uy o bt Loz 5 lawslany ol o cikides oS
a8 iy o ol L bally aisS cpl 5l ool ags CanvgaeS jo O3l ws o
5 SOl ol slae 15 yin adgl Slae gz Gadms (ol ;0 .(V4) Cewl oa
15 S50 e Slyls Cbale Ty wilesgy Al pp ] slasilony
bl 3Nl 0 5y Cagea Jyarna

5003 Slogtd S, s (Suzd Lelyd Ll I godgs CengeaS (005
S ol (s CamspaS ol il oo o33 S oss s dnd o] yalls
S 13505 o angd CengeaS oo ys 3 03lail s o S (59 Lo it
D5 0 Lgmwts 3y (G9RAl b CangeaS s3> a5 009 e due i 5l
A5 aes e olti olles bzl 5 SB slap,S olas led rizan
Voo pialagl i s sace B+ Sl latigh Ll @l slop S slas
Sllas ;3 bap S iS5 aSlo T 51l il isliil Slles szl o sae
33 15 il ey (ol S5 5 2 i Cogen s
Lalyd ogzy Sobke «8izS nl )0 35, 70 Jsb o bap S olasd oo you0
Sald )3 S (oo anli ]y By cnl 9Kee 5 035 Dohly 50 canlis (larmee
ae Olsieas Gl 5 5eb pls Bras Cuz Gl |y ond als slap S
505 08l (pag s 5l Ly ol

Sl CmgaS (ays By, Sl esliil oS CiS Gl oo M5 ok b
50 S slaailony @85 sl )5l (590 5l (Su Ty olge cos
Iy 598 50 gy wilomuy w55 5l oo, Ve dg0> oSl 51 ol
s el 5 oo sl e (sl 10 cams e LS5 1 slosilonsy
s by oMe 5l ol oMl (S CangiaS 4 JT glowilony
S s e S Olgiear Wl on iloy @ 5 S8 5 Jom w5 pslaer
Sygo 5o a5 aed oo Hlid Sldllae 0,5 (13 a5 ae lalS b gl oS
a2V L Ye oogame 0 o)l ax s 8 5 Oshl el (b
3lya Sl a5 VO 5 $ iy gl clyan 5 ol 5 i
S slep S el gl cbn ame Ll 3 GleS o0 vl
i ool ) (alS 058 4 I glanilony Lo o] &5 4 5 laigdlsyl

~0) j9iS Ghlie 551 8 lasigilinl (SUs slap S Sul & 4 b

G5 a9 Sy
39 eS| ol gl woolainl 3550 gy 3, Shee (o2 sl
anlie " Sl cotlagy olojle Jawgs ool all slael b (godgi CavgaaS

5 Y Jshar ) canl s

ool a3l eI L (gl gl CowguoS (o059 CopnS dunny lio-Y Jgux

(300) Sk clilage ylojluw bwgs

Table 2- Quality of produced vermicompost in comparison to
WHO guideline (%)
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