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Abstract

One of the most important international instruments to deal with climate change is the Paris
Agreement 2015. For over three decades, states have begun long-term talks and negotiations on
climate change, which is always on the international agenda. One reason for not concluding an
international instrument is that states are not willing to adopt binding commitments on mitigating
Green House Gas emission. The failed experience of the Kyoto Protocol 1997 reflects this approach.
The piece analyzes the nature of states obligations in the Paris agreement on climate change.

This research is based on a legal inductive analysis method. According to this method, the Paris
Agreement and some related legal instruments on climate change have been analyzed and assessed.
This article while identifies various defining elements of legal character of the Paris Agreement,
illustrates that even though the Paris Agreement is an “International Treaty within the meaning of the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties” which contains a mix of hard, soft and non-obligations is
an important step forward to address climate change, but still has legal and normative inefficiencies.

Keywords: Paris agreement 2015, Climate Change, Environmental Treaties, International
Environmental Law.

1- President of the Canadian Institute for International Law Expertise (CIFILE), Toronto, Canada.

2- Ph.D. of Environmental Law, Faculty of Natural Resources and Environment, Tehran Science and Research
Branch of Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran. *(Corresponding Author)

3- Ph.D. of Environmental Law, Faculty of Natural Resources and Environment, Tehran Science and Research
Branch of Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran


mailto:Sobhaninia.mojtaba@gmail.com

AY

Y10 oyl acldidls jo bedgo wlugas conlo Jdxs

Sed s Jold i 1) arwg Jb jo slacdgs
Iy Sl el 720 5l jiw a5 ,qu8 VAe eiSU
W) o G de o8 Lie Al wigh oo Joli
(Faslosls a5l guiless ol dils 0o
b B yo oS 535.5 JSGgp S acliidlys cpl LU @
5 LU g isle sl salys jluel YoV Lo
Cnss] 00)9] Sg>gs |) )lfAJLo
odigh S5 ganlp azly Lb sl ol ol @
‘JL..: GJ..: » ‘9@ dLQujjo ‘U" L &Sl
Jos @ (rex S8pdn el el (2L
== 6‘)‘.’ |) Sg> )L....." wmlf LgL(bd.nLSﬁ 9 °‘>)5—‘
Slo asalgs a5l eansT Jl
Slawl 3l edie )l aelibly iy @
el Bloy Jsbo 59 9 (5 ek 4 alily oy
j9e dogped bl 0,0y, dsliadly o (il @
Whoe 0nd $i9s5 JSS9n 5 @97)lr OgemlyS
aQ 60))5.:5) L)T 6L‘> L) IR PRI TR g )LZS
Mksh‘ﬁﬁd;ﬁw‘ W) u)f)lf
AB)sls walgz> azgi ey Job o lacdgs
QY giges ST 92 $990b 425
WL a5 Ly ol oog hoalls caoge dacdgs clagss
5,15 glell el zals Glaal (bpd a4 (Ll lacdss
Ol Sl gigS ISy Gieel wp ol 5L aiges
pY W asb oo badgs sow 31 0,5, Huix Sl snins
A Lsl i SS9 onl b o condsl Ol s
OgemilesS S0 aiile 4 coudBl Ol g sl ygadlgls

el s oy 5o S g S a2y syl sl

1- Intended Nationally Determined Contributions
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Countries included in Annex B to the Kyoto
Protocol for the first Commitment Period and Their
Emissions Targets
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2- The principle of common but differentiated
responsibility
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