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Ectomyelois ceratoniae Zeller (Lep.: Pyralidae)
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Table 1- Infestation to pomegranate fruit moth and fruit cracking in stamen-removing treatments *

(1) o8 g5 S5 i (V) $uS 5
Treatment kel f; S Sy
PFM infestaion (%) Fruit cracking (%)
Two stage stamen-removing 0.26 c+3.88 6.92 a+26.53
One stage stamen-removing 0.33 b+9.59 5.84 a+24.06
Control 0.41 a+18.63 3.94 a+26.56

Means within column followed by the same letter not found significant (P<0.05, DMRT)*
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Table 2- Infestation to pomegranate fruit moth and fruit cracking in applying kaolin treatments *

A NNty S I 1) e SuS 5
Treatment (1) <5 45 Rt (o 557
PFM infection (%) Fruit cracking (%)
Kaolin (5%) 0.77 c£9.50 6.47 a£26.38
Kaolin (3%) 0.89 b+10.83 6.88 a+25.06
Control 0.87 ax11.78 4.95 a+30.62

Means within column followed by the same letter not found significant (P<0.05, DMRT)*
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Table 3- Infestation to Pomegranate Fruit Moth in applying kaolin and stamen-removing treatments*

(1) (S g BT O30

Treatment
Fruit sunburn (%)
No stamen-removing + No applying kaolin 0.48 a+19.85
No stamen-removing + Kaolin (3%) 0.87 a£19.00
No stamen-removing + Kaolin (5%) 0.63 bx17.05
One stage stamen-removing + No applying kaolin 0.62 c£+10.63
One stage stamen-removing + Kaolin (3%) 0.84 c¢d+9.58
One stage stamen-removing + Kaolin (5%) 0.71 d+8.58
Two stage stamen-removing + No applying kaolin 0.50 e+4.88
Two stage stamen-removing + Kaolin (3%) 0.63 ef+3.90
Two stage stamen-removing + Kaolin (5%) 0.55 £+£2.88

Means within column followed by the same letter not found significant (P<0.05, DMRT)*
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Abstract

The pomegranate fruit moth (PFM), Ectomyelois ceratoniae (Lep.: Pyralidae), is the most
important pest of pomegranate orchards in Iran. One way that may prevent fruits to be infected is
the obstruction from laying eggs inside the fruit crown by the pest. In this study, the effect of twin
usage of fruit stamen-removing (one and two stages) and kaolin spraying (3 & 5% concentrations
of Sepidan® WP) were investigated during spring to summer of 2011 in Kashan region, Iran. The
fruit cracking and PFM infection indices were calculated at the harvesting time on each tree.
Considering the obtained results from the present research, kaolin treatment at 5% concentration
and fruit stamens removing (two stages) treatment, reduced fruit damage by 85% in comparison
with the control. Also, the result showed that, the fruit cracking was reduced in kaolin treatments,
however no significant difference was observed in stamen-removing treatments. Consequently,
twin usage of fruit stamens-removing in 2 stages and application of the kaolin at 5% concentration
can be recommended for decreasing the PFM damage.
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