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: Abstract

: Introduction: Reading comprehension is considered as one of the main
: language skills which has a crucial role in students’ academic achievement.
: Despite the importance of promoting students’ reading comprehension by using
¢ critical thinking skills, to our best of knowledge, there is lack of research in this
: area. This study aimed to investigate the effect of integrating critical thinking
: skills in teaching reading comprehension to Iranian medical students.

¢ Research methodology: Sixty medical students (32 males and 28 females) took
: partin this study. The researchers taught students reading comprehension during
: one semester. To investigate the effect of integrating critical thinking skills in
¢ teaching reading comprehension, the researchers applied three TOEFL sample
: passages and the Cornell Critical Thinking Test Level X (CCTT-X) which
¢ includes four dimensions: induction, deduction, observation and credibility, and
: assumption. The internal consistency of each dimension is .71, .69, .82, and .55,
: respectively, which shows a moderate to high level of internal consistency
¢ among items (Ennis, Millman, & Tomko, 2005). For statistical analysis of data,
: independent sample t-test, and paired sample t-test were used (P<0.05).

: Findings: The results indicate that the experimental group significantly
. outperformed the control group in reading comprehension after they were
: trained in critical thinking.

© Conclusion: Integrating critical thinking skills in teaching reading
: comprehension to the medical students can enhance not only their reading
: comprehension scores but also their critical thinking. The findings of this study
: may hold important implications for instructors and material designers. The
: results may also draw interest from researchers, curriculum developers, and test
: takers who are research-minded and eager to promote EFL students’ reading
" skill. The result may extend beyond the classroom; it can assist students in their

future careers and their whole life.
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Integrating Critical Thinking Skills in Teaching Reading Comprehension to Iranian Medical Students

Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Reading comprehension is considered as one of the
main language skills which has a crucial role in
students” academic achievement. Due to the
importance of integrating critical thinking skill into
different aspects of learning, some studies were
carried out on the role of critical thinking in teaching
reading comprehension.

Despite the importance of promoting students’
reading comprehension by using critical thinking
skills, most students do not know how to use these
skills in their reading comprehension and a lot of
instructors do not teach these skills to their students.
To our best of knowledge, there is lack of research
in this area. This study aimed to investigate the
effect of integrating critical thinking skills in
teaching reading comprehension to Iranian medical
students.

Context:

Using critical thinking in education has an important
role for the researchers in eduation.

Goal:

The goal of present study is to investigate the effect
of integrating critical thinking skills in teaching
reading comprehension to Iranian medical students.

Method:

In this quasi- experimental study, we applied a
qualitative methodology. Sixty medical students (32
males and 28 females) were randomly be assigned
into two intact groups of experimental and control.
In both groups, the researchers taught 14 reading
comprehension passages during 16 sessions in the
first semester of 2022. The researchers applied three
TOEFL sample passages and the Cornell Critical
Thinking Test Level X (CCTT-X) which includes
four dimensions: induction, deduction, observation
and credibility, and assumption. The internal

consistency of each dimension is .71, .69, .82, and
.55, respectively, which shows a moderate to high
level of internal consistency among items
(Ennis et al., 2005). For statistical analysis of
data, independent sample t-test, and paired
sample t-test were used (P<0.05).

Findings:

The result of independent sample t-test shows a
significant difference between the mean scores of
students”  reading comprehension in  the
experimental and control groups. Also, there was a
significant difference between the mean scores of
students’ critical thinking test, before and after they
were trained in critical thinking.

Results:

Generally, the result shows that integrating critical
thinking skills in teaching reading comprehension to
the medical students can enhance not only their
reading comprehension scores but also their critical
thinking. It also shows the significant increase in
using different critical thinking skills (e.i. induction,
deducion, credibility and observation and
assumption) by the students after they were trained
in critical thinking skills.

If students integrate critical thinking skills in their
reading comprehension, they may understand and
analyze the text more accurately. It also allows them
to synthesize information in different texts such as
theirt books, academic articles, and their thesis more
effectively. The result can also be useful for
researchers, curriculum developers, and test takers
who are research-minded and eager to promote
students’ reading skill. The result may extend
beyond the classroom; it can assist students in their
future careers and their whole life.
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