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: Abstract

¢ Introduction: In recent decades, the traditional view of school as merely an
: institution for knowledge transfer and academic success has led to the neglect of
: students’ emotional, social, and cultural needs. In this context, the postmodern
: approach—with its emphasis on polyphony, diversity, self-creation, and participatory
: principles—provides a suitable framework for redefining the concept of school. The
: present study aims to design a model of the “School as an Environment for Life and
: Learning” based on postmodern perspectives and grounded in students’ lived
: experiences..

‘ research methodology: This qualitative study was conducted using a
: phenomenological method. The potential participants were Y male and female high
: school students in Marvdasht, selected through purposive sampling. Data were
: collected through semi-structured interviews and analyzed using phenomenological
: thematic analysis at three levels: basic themes, organizing themes, and global themes.
: To enhance the credibility and trustworthiness of the findings, various qualitative
: validation techniques were employed, including: returning five interviews (¥V7 of the
: total) to participants, of which A+7 were approved without revision and one with
: minor revision; independent coding of seven interviews by two researchers, yielding
: a Cohen’s Kappa coefficient of +,AY; and evaluation and validation of the findings by
: three educational experts. Regular meetings were held among the research team to
: monitor the data collection and analysis process, and final analyses were confirmed
: by external reviewers to ensure the reliability and dependability of the research.

¢ Findings: The results identified seven key components for designing the school-as-
: life-and-learning-environment model: purpose, content, teacher, student, school,
: methods and tools, and evaluation. The model emphasizes the creation of a dynamic,
: participatory, and polyphonic learning environment in which students are recognized
" as creators of knowledge and experience.

.Conclusion: This study can serve as a comprehensive solution for educational system
reform, transforming schools into joyful, dynamic, and creative environments. It not
only emphasizes the enhancement of academic skills but also focuses on the social
and personal growth of students. Ultimately, it is recommended that this model be
implemented across various schools and its outcomes evaluated to become a practical
and effective framework within educational systems.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

The concept of education and the role of schools
have evolved significantly in recent decades. While
traditional schools have primarily focused on
academic achievement and knowledge transfer,
there is an increasing recognition of the need to
create learning environments that support holistic
development. Postmodernism challenges
conventional notions of education by advocating for
diversity, critical thinking, and the integration of life
experiences into learning processes. This study
explores the idea of "school as a place for life" by
integrating postmodern perspectives and the lived
experiences of students.

Context:

The current educational system often emphasizes
standardized assessments, rigid curricula, and
teacher-centered approaches. This system may
neglect the emotional, social, and creative needs of
students, limiting their ability to develop
holistically. The postmodern approach proposes an
alternative paradigm that values cultural diversity,
dialogic learning, and the active participation of
students. In this context, reimagining the school
environment as a space that nurtures life skills,
emotional well-being, and intellectual growth
becomes essential.

This research is situated within the Iranian
educational context, focusing on middle and high
school students in Marvdasht city. By analyzing
their lived experiences, the study seeks to identify
the gaps in the current system and propose a model
that aligns with the ideals of a postmodern
educational framework.

Goal:

The primary objective of this research is to design a
comprehensive model for "school as a place for
life." This model aims to redefine the role of schools
by:

Incorporating  postmodern
educational practices.
Addressing the holistic needs of students, including
their social, emotional, and cognitive dimensions.
Proposing  actionable  recommendations  for
transforming schools into environments that
promote growth, interaction, and lifelong learning.
Method:

This qualitative study employs a phenomenological
approach to understand the lived experiences of
students and incorporate their perspectives into the
proposed model. Data were collected through semi-
structured, in-depth interviews with Y ¢ purposefully
selected middle and high school students from
various school types, including public, private, and
specialized institutions.

Interviews were analyzed thematically, focusing on
recurring patterns and unique insights. The analysis
followed an inductive approach, moving from
specific observations to broader themes. The process

principles  into

ensured theoretical saturation, where no new
information emerged after the fifteenth interview.
Efforts to ensure credibility included participant
feedback on preliminary findings and external
validation by educational experts

Findings:

The analysis revealed seven core components
essential to designing a school as a place for life:
Goals: Schools should focus on developing critical
citizens, fostering creativity, promoting ethical and
social awareness, and equipping students with
essential life skills. The emphasis should shift from
mere academic success to holistic growth.

Content: Curricula must be dynamic, interactive,
and relevant to students' real-world needs. Content
should encourage problem-solving, critical thinking,
and collaborative learning, reflecting the interests
and aspirations of students.

Teacher's Role: Teachers should act as facilitators,
mentors, and co-learners rather than sole authorities.
They must create an environment that inspires
curiosity, dialogue, and creativity.

Student’'s Role: Students should transition from
passive recipients of knowledge to active creators
and collaborators. Their voices, choices, and unique
perspectives should be central to the learning
process.

School Environment: Schools must be inclusive,
supportive, and adaptable spaces that foster
collaboration, joy, and emotional well-being.
Schools should act as micro-communities that
reflect democratic principles.

Methods and Tools: Innovative teaching strategies,
such as group work, project-based learning, and the
integration of technology, are essential. These
methods should facilitate active engagement and
deeper understanding.

Evaluation: Assessment systems should prioritize
qualitative and process-oriented evaluations over
traditional standardized tests. Self-assessment and
peer feedback should play a critical role in fostering
self-awareness and continuous improvement.

Results:

The proposed model for "school as a place for life"
highlights a transformative approach to education:
Holistic Development: The model ensures that
schools cater to the intellectual, emotional, social,
and ethical dimensions of students, preparing them
for the complexities of modern life.

Empowered Stakeholders: Both teachers and
students assume active roles in shaping the learning
process, fostering a sense of agency and
responsibility.

Dynamic and Inclusive Environment: The model
promotes a school environment that values diversity,
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creativity, and inclusivity, where all students feel
seen, heard, and supported.

Practical Application: The findings suggest
actionable steps for educators, policymakers, and
school administrators to implement these principles
effectively.

Conclusion:

This study provides a comprehensive framework for
reimagining schools as spaces for holistic learning
and living. By integrating postmodern principles and
the lived experiences of students, the proposed

model addresses the limitations of traditional
education systems. It offers a roadmap for
transforming schools into vibrant, inclusive, and
life-affirming environments.

Future research should explore the practical
implementation of this model in diverse educational
settings and evaluate its impact on student
outcomes. This approach has the potential to
revolutionize educational practices, ensuring that
schools nurture well-rounded individuals capable of
thriving in an ever-changing world
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