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: Abstract

: The purpose of study is survey to identify the dimensions and components of
: academic corruption in Iranian higher education. The research approach is
¢ heuristic mixed method. In the qualitative part, the Grounded Theory(GT)
: method was used. The participants in this section consisted of 20 professors of
: higher education in Tehran, Allameh Tabataba'i, Amirkabir University of
: Technology, Kurdistan and Semnan Universities of which selected through
: theoretical sampling method and data were collected using the Semi-structured
¢ interviews. Data were analyzed using open, axial and selective coding methods
: using MAXQDA qualitative analysis software. The results show that the
: concepts and categories related to the conceptual dimensions of academic
: corruption are structural, non-structural, and scientific. Also, the main categories
: of academic corruption were drawn in terms of causal, contextual, and
: confounding conditions, and finally, the resulting outcomes. The quantitative
: part was done by descriptive method and using survey. In the quantitative part,
: after designing the questionnaire tool based on the findings of the first part, data
¢ were tested for normality and confirmatory factor analysis was used for validity
: of the questionnaire, which was done for the concept of corruption; factors
. affecting academic corruption and its consequences. Then, using the Chi-square
: method and Friedman analysis, the dimensions, factors, and consequences of
: academic corruption were examined. The results show that in the structural-
: administrative dimension, the most important factor is the quantitative
. development of higher education with a mean (4.0489), and in the non-structural
: dimension, literacy with a mean (4.0326) is the most important; Is the least
: common of these species. Also among the causal factors are the mechanisms of
: production of science with a mean (15.7011); in the underlying factors, the mass

higher education and the Credentialism with a mean (15.7880); Average
(11.6739) is the most important.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction & Objective

One of the greatest dangers of corruption in
higher education is the message it conveys to
the educating generation. While there are many
examples of large-scale corruption within
universities, petty corruption is also pervasive
and permeates daily exchanges in the classroom
and across campus, and May in the long run in
larger communities. Be very destructive. Real
harm occurs when employees and students
come to believe that personal success is not
achieved through merit and work, but through
bribery, fraud, and destructive scientific
behavior. The purpose of this study is to study
and identify the dimensions and components of
academic corruption in lranian higher
education.

Methodology:

This research is in the category of applied
research. The research approach is of the mixed
type, which uses an exploratory design
(instrumentation). In the qualitative approach,
the foundation data theory method was used.
Data foundation theory is a type of qualitative
research method that inductively uses a series
of systematic procedures to create a theory
about the phenomenon under study. In the
gualitative part, the research method of
foundation data theory was used. The research
field in this section included professors in the
field of higher education in the universities of
Tehran, Allameh Tabatabai, Amirkabir,
Kurdistan and Semnan, from which 20 people
were selected as participants using theoretical
sampling method. At this stage, interviewing
and note-taking tools were used and interviews
were conducted in person and in absentia. In
order to observe ethical issues before starting
the interview with the participants, they were
given the necessary information about the
objectives of the research and participated in
the research with full satisfaction. The duration
of the interview varied from 30 to 60 minutes,
which was done by prior arrangement in the
professors' room or through telephone
conversations (using WhatsApp messenger).
The selection of participants in the research was
based on having the necessary expertise and
interest in participating in the interview
process. In order to observe the qualitative
characteristics of the research, three criteria of
Acceptability, Conformability and

Dependability were used. Data analysis was
performed by open, axial and selected coding
method using MAXQDA quality analysis
software. Finally, the main themes and
categories were extracted based on the three-
dimensional model of conditions / process /
outcome and the theoretical model of the data
was drawn. Quantitative part was done using
descriptive method and using survey. The
statistical population included professors and
experts in the mentioned universities. From this
number, using cluster random sampling
method, universities, faculties and departments
were selected as clusters and questionnaires
were randomly selected among clusters.
Selected was executed. The data collection tool
in the quantitative part was a questionnaire that
was designed based on the data of the
qualitative part. First, confirmatory factor
analysis was used to validate the questionnaire.
After ensuring the validity and reliability of the
guestionnaire, 148 questionnaires  were
distributed and the results were analyzed. In
order to analyze the data, after ensuring the
normality of the data, Chi-square and Friedman
test methods were used to identify the species,
the factors involved in the occurrence of
corruption and its consequences. The
questionnaire designed for academic corruption
in the first part included the conceptual
dimensions of academic corruption, which was
done in two parts: structural-administrative and
non-structural-scientific ~ dimensions.  To
evaluate these dimensions, 20 questions were
included in the questionnaire, according to that
factor analysis. Confirmed; The purpose of
which was to confirm the specific factor
structure regarding the number of factors and
the conceptual dimensions of academic
corruption, and hypotheses were explicitly
stated; The fit of the desired factor structure in
the hypothesis with the covariance structure of
the measured variables was tested.

The questionnaire that was designed for the
second part of academic corruption included
the factors of academic corruption, which in
three parts were the dimensions of the causal
factors of academic corruption; Underlying
factors of academic corruption; The intervening
factors of academic corruption were that 34
guestions were included in the questionnaire to
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evaluate these dimensions, according to which
a confirmatory factor analysis was performed;
The purpose of which was to confirm a specific
factor structure about the number of factors and
the conceptual dimensions of academic
corruption, and hypotheses were explicitly
stated; The fit of the desired factor structure in
the hypothesis with the covariance structure of
the measured variables was tested. Finally, the
guestionnaire designed for the third part of
academic corruption included the consequences
of academic corruption in three parts: macro-
social consequences; Individual consequences;
Organizational-administrative ~ consequences
were performed, which included 10 questions
in the questionnaire to evaluate these
dimensions, according to which a confirmatory
factor analysis was performed; The purpose of
which was to confirm the specific factor
structure regarding the number of factors and
the conceptual dimensions of academic
corruption, and hypotheses were explicitly
stated; The fit of the desired factor structure in
the hypothesis with the covariance structure of
the measured variables was tested. In the
quantitative  part, after designing the
questionnaire tool based on the findings of the
first part, the data normality test was performed
and the confirmatory factor analysis method
was used for the validity of the questionnaire,
which was done for the corruption concept
section; Factors affecting scientific corruption
as well as consequences were assessed. Then,

using Chi-square method and Friedman
analysis, the dimensions, factors and
consequences of academic corruption were
examined by professors.

Results:

The results show that the themes and
categories related to the conceptual dimensions
of academic corruption are structural
dimensions; Dimensions are non-structural-
scientific. Also the main categories of academic
corruption in the dimension of causal
conditions;  Underlying  conditions and
intervening conditions were plotted and finally,
the results were extracted. In the quantitative
part, the results show that in the structural-
administrative dimension, the factor of
guantitative development of higher education
with an average (4.0489) is the most important,
and in the non-structural-scientific dimension,
plagiarism with an average (4.0326); The
highest type of scientific corruption and forgery
with an average (3.6304) is the lowest type of
this type. Also among the causal factors, the
mechanisms of science production with an
average (15.7011); Among the underlying
factors, mass higher education and
Credentialism with an average (15.7880) and
among the intervening factors, defective
structures and corruption in a part of the
executive body with an average (11.6739) are
the most important.
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