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: Abstract

: Introduction: The aim of this study was to identify the experiences and
. perceptions of faculty members about the concept of research.

: research methodology: The approach of interpretive research and its strategy
: was phenomenology and the field of research of Kurdistan, Hamedan,
¢ Kermanshah and Ilam universities. The sample size reached 15 people using
: semi-structured interview tools and with maximum diversity according to the
: criterion of theoretical saturation, which were selected by purposive sampling
: method and data were collected and by means of harmonization method. Data
: validation verified. Data analysis was performed with a descriptive-analytical
: approach using coding at both open and axial levels with the help of MAXQDA
: software.

* Findings: The results include four basic concepts and categories of research as
: a technical act, research as an individual action, research as a social action and
: research as a value. Each category has sub-components. Achieving all-round
: development and progress is not possible without proper use of research
: findings, so decision-making in decision-making systems requires that a suitable

¢ environment for the growth and development of researchers is a priority.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

One of the most basic functions of the university,
which is an obvious feature of second generation
universities, is to pay attention to the function of
research. Research is an essential academic action
and the expansion of scientific research contexts is
one of the most fundamental mechanisms of
knowledge development, so it is expected that
universities in accordance with their scientific status
in this field to use the necessary material and
spiritual potentials as well as human capital. The aim
of this study was to identify the experiences and
perceptions of faculty members about the concept of
research.

Method:

The present study was conducted using an
interpretive approach and a qualitative method of
phenomenological study. Phenomenography is a
type of research strategy that bases its work on
different experiences of people from a phenomenon
and tries to provide a deep description of a certain
phenomenon to a specific group of people and
analysis and description of people's understanding
of phenomena. That they have experienced during
their professional or personal lives. The present
study population consisted of faculty members and
professors with the academic rank of full professor
and associate professor of western universities
including Hamedan, Kurdistan, Ilam &
Kermanshah. Sampling in the present study was
purposeful. Targeted sampling means that the
researcher consciously selects participants who have
experience with the main phenomenon under study
or the key concept discovered. For sampling in the
present study, criterion-based or criterion-based
sampling strategy was used. Targeted or criterion-
based sampling includes items that meet an
important criterion. Participants in this study
included 15 faculty members of Kurdistan, llam,
Kermanshah and Hamedan universities who had the
academic rank of full professor and associate
professor and the most scientific references who
participated in the research purposefully and
according to the theoretical saturation rule.
Research data were collected using semi-structured
and in-depth interviews. Qualitative research often
uses semi-standard or semi-structured interviews.
The sequence of questions for all participants is not
based on a specific procedure and depends on the
interview process and the answers of each person.
No a priori prefabricated model was used in the
design of the questions, and an attempt was made to
obtain qualitative data independently. To measure
the reliability of the interview questions, the
simultaneous reliability method was used, which
observes the comparison and synergy of
simultaneous observations. Also, to evaluate the

face and content validity of the interview questions,
several professors and experts in the field of
qualitative research were consulted. Also, the data
obtained in each stage of the present research
process were analyzed using qualitative content
analysis by MAXQDA software version 20.

Findings:

Based on the obtained results, the research and the
concept of research were considered by the
participants in various aspects and sub-categories in
the  form of wvarious categories and
subcategories.The first component of research as a
technical and technical action that includes the sub-
components of being methodical, problem-oriented,
having a special audience and conducting research
by experts. The second component of research as an
individual action includes two sub-components:
interest-oriented and individual growth. The third
component: research is a social action that includes
three sub-components: adaptation of research to
social needs, social development and growth, and
material and social benefit from research. Fourth
component: Research as a value that has three sub-
components: having material and spiritual value,
research service to man, nature and the world, and
research as a criterion for human and community
growth.

Results:
The aim of this study was to identify and determine

the dimensions and indicators of research &
understanding the research from the perspective of
professors of Kurdistan, Kermanshah, Hamedan &
Ilam universities. The results showed that the
concept of research from the perspective of the
statistical community includes four general
categories or dimensions: 1- Research as a technical
action, which also includes subcategories such as:
methodical, problem-oriented, having a specific
audience And the implementation of research by
experts and specialists; 2. Research as an individual
action that includes the following components:
interest-oriented and personal growth; 3- Research
as a social action that includes the sub-components
of research adaptation to social needs, development
and social growth resulting from research and
material and social benefit from research, & 4-
Research as a value that has a sub-component.
Having material and spiritual value is service to
man, nature and the world and a criterion for the
growth of man and society. Considering the position
of higher education and the role of universities in the
comprehensive development of society and the
importance of research function and knowledge
production in higher education, it can be
acknowledged that the effectiveness and efficiency
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of this function only if we have a proper we will only see a waste of time and manpower and
understanding of research and how doing research is lost costs
possible because if we do not understand it properly,
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