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Abstract

The institution of the plaintiff's (victim's) forgiveness is one of the influential components in Iranian
criminal policy, which stems from both the foundations of Imami jurisprudence and the goals of
restorative justice. A systematic analysis of this institution is necessary due to the dispersion and
multi-layered nature of its effects in substantive and formal laws. This article uses the modern
methodology of legal cartography to analyze the position and function of the institution of the
plaintiff's forgiveness in the Iranian legal system. The research method includes presenting a
comprehensive map of key laws (Islamic punishment, criminal procedure, protection of children and
adolescents, computer crimes, and reduction of the penalty of imprisonment) and analyzing the
structural connections between legal articles, levels of influence (legislative, judicial, executive), and
operational mechanisms (compensatory institutions, mediation, compensation). This cartography
presents an integrated picture of the functioning and effectiveness of pardon, based on the distinction
between the rights of God and the rights of people, the type of crime (hadd, qisas, diyah, and ta’zir),
and the stages of the proceedings. The findings of the pathology based on this map indicate the
existence of structural challenges, despite the legislator’s efforts to create a flexible system.
Ambiguity in the criteria for distinguishing mixed crimes, the lack of uniformity in procedures for
applying reductions and suspensions related to pardon, potential conflicts between general and
specific laws, the weakness of the mediation infrastructure and the guarantee of damages, and the
vulnerability of victims to possible pressures are among these key disadvantages. Improving the
efficiency of the institution of plaintiff’s pardon and achieving the goals of restorative justice requires
targeted reforms in the three areas of legislation, judiciary, and executive, and legal cartography is
also an effective tool for structural and pathological analyses of legal systems.
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