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Abstract

Analysis of the potentials and capabilities of rural tourism development in the
Khaljestan district of Qom province using SWOT analysis

The present study was conducted with the aim of investigating the analysis of the potentials and
capabilities of rural tourism development in the Khaljestan district of Qom province using SWOT
analysis. This research is applied in terms of purpose and the survey method was used in terms of
data collection method. The statistical population includes experts from relevant organizations at
the county level and tourists and residents of villages located in the Khaljestan district. The
statistical sample at the expert level was estimated to be 43 people and the statistical sample of
tourists and residents of villages was estimated to be 210 people. The field data collection tool was
a questionnaire. The designed questionnaire was provided to subject matter experts, including the
supervisor, and its validity was approved. In order to measure the reliability of the measurement
tool, 30 questionnaires were first distributed among the statistical population for pre-testing. After
entering the collected data using the SPSS statistical software, the Cronbach's alpha coefficient for
different sectors was between 0.71 and 0.81, which indicates the reliability of the research tool. In
order to analyze the collected data, the SWOT technique and SPSS and Excel software were used.
The results of the research show that the current status of the ecological, cultural and institutional
capabilities of rural tourism development in the Khaljestan sector of Qom province did not differ
significantly from the desired level, so it can be said that the current status of the province's tourism
capabilities in terms of ecological, cultural and institutional conditions is in a desirable condition.
The current status of the service and infrastructure capabilities of rural tourism development in the
province is significantly different from the desired level, so it can be said that the current status of
the service and infrastructure capabilities of tourism in the province is at a lower level than desired.
Finally, the results of the SWOT analysis show that, given the high weight of opportunities and
weaknesses of rural tourism in the Khaljestan sector, a competitive/aggressive strategy is of great
importance. In this strategy, existing weaknesses are covered by using the upcoming opportunities.
Keywords: Tourism, rural tourism, Qom, SWOT



