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Abstract:

The armed forces and the army are main elements of national power. Military readiness gives
real significance to the geography, natural resources, and industrial power. Military elements of
national power include military purposes, military doctrines, military strategies and policies (de-
fensive and non-defensive), forces, training, command, military technology, weapons and
equipment, military organization, military budget, military stations, troop movements, and lo-
gistics facilities. Nevertheless, understanding the various elements of national power, especially
military aspect, helps the analysis and evaluation of its use. The main question outlined here is
as follows: How are armed forces in Persian Gulf countries? To respond the question, we inves-
tigated regional armed forces based on organizational structure, HR, strategic equipment, train-

ing, command, strategy, and budget.
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Introduction

Nations in the history of humanity have had
different reasons for military forces. The def-
inition of these needs forms the basis of or-
ganization, equipment and the use of facili-
ties. These definitions show the function of
military force during the peacetime and war-
time. All militaries, whether large or small,
are organizations that must perform certain
functions and take specific roles to qualify
for being selected. The first forms of army
emerged in the early farming communities
where they were involved in conflicts with
their surrounding communities. All empires
of the ancient era had certain military

organizations. In that period, the army was
dependent on the landed aristocracy. In the
middle Ages in Europe, local governments
formed small and dispersed armies. In the
medieval time, princes used to give lands
instead of cash to their troops. Landed aris-
tocracy also had military roots in Europe.
Military nobility was the main force defend-
ing the cities in the middle Ages. In the late
middle Ages with the emergence of despotic
states, kings began to attract the city's busi-
ness and urban classes and weaken the mili-
tary aristocracy. The manufacture of new
weapons from 1550 to 1650 helped the for-
mation of new armies in royal despotic
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states. Standardization of uniforms and
equipment, hierarchy, grade appointments,
and special insignia emerged in that era.
Royal Prussian Army was the most modern
army in the 18th century by Frederick Il
based on completely new principles. In Prus-
sia, army was described as a "school of the
whole nation". In France, the Army was de-
veloped by the legislation of conscription in
1973. Lazare Carnot coined the National
Army during the French Revolution. Con-
scription reinforced the relationship between
the army and the nation. However, the new
National Army was the combination of a pro-
fessional army and conscription. All Europe-
an governments called for national compulso-
ry military service. During the 20" century,
non-European countries began to form na-
tional armies and conscription. In the Islamic
civilization, civilian and military power has
historically been intertwined. The usual way
to form a government in this civilization was
conquering new lands with military
(Azghandi, 1995: 263). Armed forces and
armies are considered as the main elements
of national power. Military readiness gives
real significance to the geography, natural
resources and industrial power (Morgenthau,
2005: 215). Preparedness and military power
is a multi-faceted topic. It means the armed
forces preparedness to defend national inter-
ests and national security. Since military
power is more intuitive, practical and promi-
nent than the other dimensions of power, it is
of great importance. It means that it plays a
key role in national security, especially ex-
ternal security and dealing with foreign
threats. Military power plays a more obvious
role in sensitive time and locations such as
crisis, war, and riots and takes the service of

other aspects of the power. Military elements
of national power include military purposes,
military doctrines, military strategies and pol-
icies (defensive and non-defensive), forces,
training, command, military technology,
weapons and equipment, military organiza-
tion, military budget, military stations, troop
movements, and logistics facilities. Military
elements of national power are divided into
five major categories as follows:

Purposes, doctrines, policies and
military strategies

Military organization

Human Resources

Military technology

Weapons and equipment

VVVY 'V

Understanding the various elements of
national power, especially military aspect
helps the analysis and evaluation of its use.
The main question outlined here is as fol-
lows: How is the condition of armed forces in
Persian Gulf Countries? To respond the ques-
tion, we investigated regional armed forces
based on organizational structure, HR, strate-
gic equipment, training, command, strategy,
and budget.

Variables Organizational Structure
Nations in the history of humanity have had
different reasons for military forces. The def-
inition of these needs forms the basis of or-
ganization, equipment and the use of facili-
ties. These definitions show the function of
military force during peacetime and wartime.
All militaries, whether large or small, are
military organizations that must perform cer-
tain functions and take specific roles to quali-
fy for being selected (Military Encyclopedia,
2005: 28).
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Human Resources

Personnel are required for military tasks in-
cluding soldiers, sailors, aviators or marines.
They are capable of conducting specialized
military operation (ibid, 30).

Command

The first military mission is to provide mili-
tary command. A military commander is re-
sponsible for interpreting military tasks and
missions and stating them through under-
standable terms for subordinates. This is gen-
erally called order. Military command allows
the military organization, which is as big as a
military region and as small as a group, to
become efficient by delegating the power to
organizational structures (ibid, 25).

Budget and Fund

Budget and funds are allocated for the
maintenance of military equipment and
armed forces personnel salaries. Fund allo-
cation process and annual military budget
are determined by a military finance organi-
zation within the political system. Military
procurement organizations are responsible
for purchasing and signing contract for
goods and services in peacetime from cer-
tain organizations and local areas during
wartime (ibid, 35).

Military Strategy

Military strategy is commander in chief man-
agement of the forces involved in war and
military campaigns using national and allied
military forces or elements of the Army, Na-
vy and Air Force such as armies, fleets and
numbers of aircraft. Military strategy is main-
ly associated with the war support design
rather than the management of forces in-
volved in wars. The scope of military strate-
gy can be limited to few weeks; however, it
can last for months or even years.

Armed Forces in Persian Gulf

Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabian Armed Forces comprise Ar-
my, Air Force, Navy and Royal Guard. Ac-
cording to the report by the Global Institute
in 2016, Saudi Arabian Army has 235 thou-
sand ready troops (www.global.org). Saudi
Arabian Army has 1210 tanks, 432 cannons,
6 thousand armor units, 322 missiles, 245
aircraft, 221 transport planes, 204 helicop-
ters, 22 attack helicopters, 40 frigates and
corvettes (Iranian Armed Forces News Bulle-
tin, 2016). Training system of Saudi Arabian
armed forces follows the western and Ameri-
can one. Military training is held both in
Saudi Arabia and the USA and allied coun-
tries in Europe. Commander-in-Chief of the
Saudi Arabian Armed Forces is the king who
appoints four commanders among the mili-
tary personnel of the House of Saud. Saudi
Arabian defense policy is based on defensive
deterrence. Saudi Arabia buys the latest and
up to date weapons and military equipment,
preferably from America and Europe to in-
crease its defense power. The most important
war strategy is based on airborne war and air
superiority over traditional regional rivals.
Annual military budget of Saudi Arabia is
believed to be 57 billion dollars, which is
among the highest military budget in the
world.

Iraq

Iragi Armed Forces comprise Army and Air
Force. According to the report by the Global
Institute in 2016, Iraq has 272 thousand mili-
tary forces. 302 thousand police officers also
work for the Iragi military system
(www.global.org). Iragi Army has 336 tanks
and 100 helicopters (Iranian Armed Forces
News Bulletin, 2016). Training system of
Iragi Armed Forces used to follow the East-
ern system before Saddam Hussein; however,
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American training system has been used after
Saddam Hussein and the American presence
in Irag. Saddam Hussein used to be the
Commander-in-Chief of Iraqi Armed Forces;
however, the president selects him. Army and
Air Force commanders in chief follow the
Commander-in-Chief of Iragi Armed Forces.
According to the Iragi Constitution, Iragi De-
fense Policy is based on defensive deter-
rence. Annual military budget of Iraq is be-
lieved to be 17 billion dollars.

Kuwait

Kuwaiti Armed Forces are under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Defense, comprising
Army, Air Force, and Navy. According to the
report by the Global Institute in 2016, Kuwait
Army has over 60 thousand military person-
nel. Kuwaiti Army has Abrams and M-84
tanks, British Warrior APCs, Russian BMP
APCs, rocket launcher systems, and TOW
missile systems. Kuwaiti Air Force has F-18
combat jets, Hawk training jet, Apache Heli-
copter, and patriot system. Kuwaiti Navy has
no destroyer or warships; however, it has
over 100 corvette-like small ships. Kuwaiti
military training is American. Commander-
in-Chief of Kuwaiti Armed Forces is Emir
and he appoints commanders. Kuwaiti de-
fense policy is defensive and invasive ap-
proach is not included in the policy. Securing
against threats is followed through the alli-
ance with the USA. Annual military budget
of Kuwait is believed to be 7 billion dollars
(Iranian Armed Forces News Bulletin, 2016).

Qatar

Qatari Armed Forces comprise Army, Air
Force, and Navy. Ruling Emir of Qatar is the
Commander-in-Chief of Qatari Armed Forc-
es. Now, Qatar Army has almost 15 thousand

military personnel, of which 10 thousand are
in the Army and the rest are in Air Force and
Navy. Qatar has provided three military bases
to the USA namely Al Udeid Air Base, Doha
Base, and Al-Sailiya Air Base where there
are over 4000 US troops and 100 different
types of American fighter aircrafts. Qatar has
also signed an 11 billion-dollar contract with
the USA in 2014 to buy the patriot defense
system and Apache attack helicopters (Annu-
al Report of the Stockholm Peace Institute,
2015). Military training in Qatar is based on
the American and French system. Emir is the
Commander-in-Chief and appoints the com-
manders of Army, Air Force, and Navy. Qa-
tari defense policy is defensive and invasive
approach is not included in the policy. Secur-
ing against threats is followed through the
alliance with the USA and France. Annual
military budget of Qatar is believed to be
over 10 billion dollars (Iranian Armed Forces
News Bulletin, 2016).

Bahrain

Bahraini Armed Forces comprise Army, Air
Force, and Navy. The king is Commander-in-
Chief. Now, the Army has nearly 12 thou-
sand military personnel, of which 9 thousand
are in the Army and the rest are in the Air
Force and Navy. Bahrain has a weak military
power due to limitations in terms of territory
and population. However, United States Fifth
Fleet is established in Bahrain and provides
security. Bahraini military training is based
on American system. Emir of Bahrain is the
Commander-in-Chief of Armed Forces and
he appoints the commanders of the Army,
Air Force, and Navy. Bahraini defense policy
is defensive and invasive approach is not in-
cluded in the policy. Securing against threats
is followed through the alliance with the
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USA. Annual military budget of Bahrain is
believed to be 5 billion dollars (ibid, 2016).

United Arab Emirates

UAE Armed Forces comprise Army, Air
Force, and Navy. Now, the Army has nearly
70 thousand military personnel, of which 60
thousand are in the Army and the rest are in
the Air Force and Navy. UAE has different
types of F-16 and F-18 Fighting Falcon, Euro
fighter, Tornado, Patriot missiles, Abrams
tanks and American armored cars. UAE
Armed Forces also have different types of
frigates and corvettes. UAE military training
follows the American system. UAE Emir is
the Commander-in-Chief of Armed Forces.
He appoints commanders of the Army, Air
Force, and Navy after the proposal by the
Secretary of Defense. Offensive operation is
the UAE defense policy and it is followed
through the alliance with the USA. Annual
military budget of UAE is believed to be over
25 billion dollars (ibid, 2016).

Oman

Omani Armed Forces comprise Army, Air
Force, and Navy. Now, the Army has nearly
50 thousand military personnel, of which
most of them are in the Army. Omani Armed
Forces have different types of Euro fighter,
Tornado, Patriot missiles, Abrams tanks and
American armored cars. Military training
follows the British training. By early 1990,
British officers used to command the Army,
Air Force, Navy, and important military posi-
tions in the Armed Forces and the Ministry of
Defense. Then, Pakistani officers took the
positions. Recently, Omani commanders
have taken the responsibility. Oman Emir is
not the Commander-in-Chief of Armed Forc-

es. The commanders of the Army, Air Force,
and Navy are proposed by the Minister of
Defense and appointed by the Emir. Oman
follows a deterrence and defense policy and
increased military communications with
neighboring countries especially Iran. Oman's
policy is to avoid tension and interference in
internal affairs of countries. Annual military
budget of Oman is believed to be over 25
billion dollars (ibid, 2016).

Islamic Republic of Iran

Iranian Armed Forces consist of two parts:
Army and Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps. In addition to the common Army in
the world, Iranian Armed Forces has Mobili-
zation Resistance Force, Islamic Republic of
Iran Air Defense Force, and Qods Force®.
Note that Law Enforcement Force is not in-
cluded in the Iranian Armed Forces. Iran has
the highest number of military HR by over
600 thousand personnel. Due to continuous
and successive sanctions by the USA, Iranian
Armed Forces has managed to increase its
defense power by modernizing the equip-
ment. HESA Saeqeh?, Sukhoi Su-24°, MiG-
29°, F-14, Shahab-1, 2, and 3 missiles,
Jamaran Iranian frigate, and Qadir subma-
rines are some of the most important military
equipment (ibid, 2016). Prior to the 1979 Is-
lamic Revolution, military training used to
follow the American system. When US mili-
tary attaches left Iran, committed army per-
sonnel began training the personnel in the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps. Now,
training is done in Iran. Guardianship of the
Islamic Jurist is the Commander-in-Chief of
Armed Forces. He (Islamic Republic of Iran
Constitution, 2007: 25) appoints highly
tanked commanders of the Armed Forces in

1. Qods Force is a Special Forces unit of Iran's Revolutionary Guards responsible for their extra-territorial operations.
2. The HESA Saegeh, alternatively spelt Sa'eqeh; Saegheh, or Saegeh-80, is an Iranian built single-seat jet fighter,

derived from the American Northrop F-5.

3. The Sukhoi Su-24 is a supersonic, all-weather attack aircraft.

4. MiG-29 is a twin-engine jet fighter aircraft
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the Army and Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps. lIranian defense policy is deterrence
followed by the manufacture of new equip-
ment and weapons, different exercises, mis-
sile defense improvement, and defensive ca-
pabilities ranging from operating and non-
operating. Annual military budget of Iran is
believed to be over 1.5 billion dollars.

Role of Army and Armed Forces in Politi-
cal Systems of Persian Gulf Countries

Military intervention as one of organized so-
cial groups has always been an important
topic in political sociology. Military interven-
tion in politics is a global phenomenon seen
in different countries in various forms and
degrees. The involvement and influence of
the military in politics varies based on the
extent of consolidation of democracy in soci-
ety. In some countries, military intervenes in
politics directly through coup. However, ci-
vilian militarism indirectly influences the
politics by overcoming military culture on
society through the influence of politicians or
indirect support of the political process. Mili-
tary intervention in politics can be rooted in
economic benefits and political decisions,
resulting in maintaining the hegemony in
power behind the scenes. Ideological and
religious motivations and national interest
defense are also responsible for the military
intervention in politics in non-democratic
countries. Military intervention in politics is
mainly against democracy. Armed forces
have always ruled by dictatorship. According
to Huntington, the peak of martial law dates
back to the second wave of democracy,
which began in the late 1960s. Military per-
sonnel in the second wave of democracy
played a key role in the overthrow of authori-
tarian regime and parliamentary government.

United armed forces as an institution inde-
pendent of the government are a sign of the
growing military power in Third World coun-
tries. As a result, governmental supervision
becomes difficult (Musavi, Mirtayyeb, 2004:
197).

It must be acknowledged that most of the
research and studies on military organizations
and the political importance and role of mili-
tary personnel in developing countries belong
to the American sociologists. These studies
have theoretically focused on intellectual
form of modernization theory, which has
dominated the social science institutes. Here,
military personnel are evaluated as the sup-
porters of modernization. Their ideology of
nationalism is promoted as a political trans-
formation of society (Azghandi, 1995: 75).

In Third World countries, especially in the
Persian Gulf region, armed forces entered the
political arena, while military personnel had
returned to their barracks in most developed
countries. Military intervention politics in
Persian Gulf region is not in line with mod-
ernization. Armed forces in the Persian Gulf
are barriers to reforms and democratic devel-
opment and suppress modern and democratic
forces as well as the middle class, political
and cultural activists, university students,
women, and workers. Armed forces are
standing in the gap between tradition and
modernity in favor of traditional forces, in
the gap between the religious despotism and
democracy in favor of religious despotism,
and in the social class gap in favor of politi-
cal-economic interest and security-security
bourgeoisie.

In summary, the roles of armed forces in
the Persian Gulf countries are classified as
follows:
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»  Suppression of the opposition
parties

Commanding economics, poli-
tics, culture

Military's role in creating a sta-
ble political system

Military's role in the overthrow
of the political system
Establishing country's security
and territory

Supporting country's domestic
and foreign policy

YV VvV Y V VY

Army in Constitutions of Persian Gulf
Countries
Here, we aimed to investigate the position of

army and armed forces in the constitutions of
Persian Gulf countries. Investigations showed
that safeguarding the independence and terri-
torial integrity, membership of commanders
in Supreme National Security Council (Su-
preme Defense Council), banned entry to
political activities, and appointment of com-
manders by leader, Emir and King are similar
in countries under consideration. Iranian
Armed Forces are distinguished from other
regional armed forces by three factors: A ban
on the transfer of military bases to foreign
countries foreign national recruitment ban in
armed forces, and Islamic and supreme theo-
logical mandate.

Armed Forces in Persian Gulf Countries
As stated in introduction, armed forces were
investigated in Persian Gulf countries
through effective variables including organi-
zational structure, HR, strategic equipment,
training system, command, strategy, and an-
nual budget.

Conclusion

Military intervention in politics can be rooted
in economic benefits and political decisions,
resulting in maintaining the hegemony in
power behind the scenes. Ideological and

religious motivations and national interest
defense are also responsible for the military
intervention in politics in non-democratic
countries. Military intervention in politics is
mainly against democracy. Evidence has
shown that Armed Forces in Persian Gulf
countries are protecting the continuity of
governance, as the first priority, and admin-
istration and territorial integrity, as the sec-
ond. Based on variables employed to evaluate
the Armed Forces in the Persian Gulf Coun-
tries especially military strategy, Persian Gulf
Countries have always felt the threat. There-
fore, they are always trying to buy weapons
for the deterrence purposes. The total annual
budget allocated for Armed Forces is approx-
imately 150 billion dollars for all Persian
Gulf Countries. This is greater than the annu-
al budget of some developed countries. The
continuation of this trend has made the Per-
sian Gulf region an arsenal. Fear of explosion
is felt due to the fundamental ideological dif-
ferences and territorial disputes. Therefore, it
seems that an international mechanism based
on cooperation of regional countries can re-
duce tensions, increase interaction, and ac-
cordingly sustainable security.
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