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Designing an Optimal Policy System for Bank Integration in Iran with an
Emphasis on Network Policy
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Background: The country's banking system needs integration for the proper implementation of
monetary policies, and this integration is only possible from the place of merging smaller banks into
larger banks with appropriate financial foundations.

Purpose: The present article was carried out with the aim of designing the optimal policy system for
the integration of banks in Iran with an emphasis on network policy.

Method: This study is a cross-sectional survey research in terms of the applied-developmental goal, in
terms of the method and time period of data collection, and in terms of the method of data analysis, it is
a mixed research. The participants in the qualitative section are the senior managers of the country's
banking industry, and the statistical group in the quantitative section is made up of the managers of the
country's bank branches. The data collection tools were semi-structured interviews and researcher-made
questionnaires. In order to identify the dimensions and components of the design of the optimal network
policy system for the integration of Iranian banks, thematic analysis method was used, the structural-
interpretive modeling method was used to determine the relationships of the elements, and the partial
least squares method was used for validation.

Finiding: 442 codes were identified using the qualitative theme analysis method in the open coding
stage. Finally, through axial coding, 5 overarching categories, 8 organizing categories and 51 basic
themes were obtained.

Conclusion: Based on the results, it was determined that banking environment assessment, internal
organization assessment, bank stakeholder assessment and upstream documents have an impact on
network policy and integration policy. Network and integration policies affect bank integration, and
bank integration leads to financial and non-financial performance of banks.
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