SRl 1o go

o

Irano-Islamic Research in Politics, Vol.2, No2, 47-73.
[©) 20.1001.1.28212088.1402.2.2.4.3
The Kingdom Expediency in Iran Political Thought¢ A
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Abstract

The concept of expediency is one of the most important and widely used
concepts in the history of political thought. By looking at the political heritage
left from ancient Iran and comparing it with the works of the Islamic era, we
can see that "Salah-e-Mulk"(Expediency of Kingdom) was a central concept
in Iranian political thought. In the Iranshahr political thought, respecting the
interests of the kingdom and the people was one of the characteristics of a
good and ideal king, and it was used as a criterion for distinguishing a
desirable political system from an undesirable one. In the Islamic era, with
the translation of Iranian works, this concept was reflected in the
“Siasatnameh” or Mirror of Prince and led to politics based on expediency.
From this point of view, it can be claimed that Salah Mulk has a meaning
close to public interest in the classical political philosophy of the West, and
adherence to it is considered a criterion for legitimacy. By elucidating and
explaining this concept, this article investigates and analyzes its place and
role in the history of Iranian political thought.
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