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Identity and rationalism in the foreign policy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran (with emphasis on the presidency of
Hassan Rouhani)*

Hossein Karimifard?
Abstract

Iranian foreign policy researchers know that the sources and components
of executive elite identity and rationalism are essential elements in defining
the national interest and foreign policy direction of this country. Examining
the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran with an emphasis on
Rouhani's presidency shows that they have been effective in foreign policy
making and implementation that Islamism with a pragmatic interpretation,
modernism with a focus on economic development, statism and emphasizing
the role of the nation-state in foreign policy, de-escalation of tensions with
USA and the countries of the Islamic world, especially with the countries of
the Persian Gulf region. In this article, an attempt has been made to examine
the relationship between the identity of elites and rationality in formulating
and implementing foreign policy. The question is, What role did the identity
components of the executive elite and the element of rationality play in the
foreign policy of Rouhani's state? This study uses an analytical-interpretive
method to examine this hypothesis, The result of elements of the national
identity of the executive elites of the Rouhani state and rationalism have been
effective in de-escalating tensions with the West and neighboring countries,
providing favorable conditions for economic investment and creating a
peaceful image.
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