The Conceptual Application of the Social Imaginary in Analyzing Government-Society Relations
During the Qajar Period

Abstract:

The Qajar period marks a turning point in the introduction of modernity into Iranian life. During
this era, the establishment of new schools, newspapers, and factories brought significant
transformations to the collective mentality of Iranian society. These changes, especially through
the influence of groups such as writers, intellectuals, clerics, and political agents, led to a
redefinition of the relationship between the state and society. This study, focusing on the concept
of the "social imaginary," seeks to answer the question: What role has the social imaginary played
in shaping state-society relations? The findings of the research indicate that at the beginning of
the Qajar period, the prevailing imaginary of the state had a divine essence, and the relationship
between the state and society was unilateral. With the advent of modern elements in lIran,
concepts such as parliament, law, and liberty entered the political imagination of society.
Intellectuals played a key role in disseminating this imagination and succeeded in aligning some
clerics with this new imaginary. While intellectuals aimed to establish a modern state, the clerics
sought, based on Islamic teachings, to form a legitimate state. Ultimately, the fusion of these two
imaginaries led to the Constitutional Revolution. Thus, the social imaginary of the state in the Qajar
period evolved from an absolutist state to a constitutional state.

Keywords: Social Imaginary, State Formation, Social Mentality, Qajar Period, Iran.
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