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1. abstractness of titles
2, resistance to premature closure
3, zero originality list
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1, exploratory mixed-method
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3, McNemar

4. cohen's d coefficient

5. repeated
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Cultural Dependence of Creativity: Myth or
Reality?

Saeed Akbari-Zardkhaneh!, AmirHossein Daneshmand Kafteroudi?, Jalil
Fathabadi?

Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to assess the applicability of the standard
Zero Originality List (ZOL) of the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking-
Figural (TTCT-Figural) to an Iranian employee sample. Specifically, it
investigated the impact of culture on originality scores.

Method: The research was fundamental in purpose, descriptive-survey in
data collection, and exploratory mixed-method in design. The sample
consisted of 241 industrial employees (14% women) selected using simple
random sampling. The responses from TTCT-Figural were coded and
categorized through thematic analysis.

Results: A total of 111 unique response categories were identified.
Comparisons revealed that originality scores derived from the culturally
adapted ZOL were significantly higher for total originality (Form A: d =
0.24; Form B: d = 0.12) and Activity 3 (Form A: d = 0.55; Form B: d =
0.55). Conversely, the standardized ZOL produced higher scores for Activity
2 (Form A: d = -0.24; Form B: d = -0.82). Activity 1 exhibited
inconsistencies between the two lists, with correlations showing low
alignment.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that standardized ZOLs may not be
fully applicable for evaluating creativity in Iranian samples and could lead to
artificially lower originality scores.

Keywords: Creativity, Cross-Cultural Assessment, Cultural Influence, Torrance
Tests of Creative Thinking (TTCT)
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