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The Mediatory Role of Sayyids Between Ruling Class and Commoners in
Timurid Era
Robabeh Al-Sadat Jazbi-, Reza Dehghani, Mahmood seyyed

Abstract

The Sayyids, due to their association with the Prophet Muhammad, have been
respected by the general populace since the early days of Islam and enjoyed a
special status. The collapse of the Abbasid caliphate and the Mongol rule created
a space for religious freedom throughout the Islamic world, allowing various
religious sects, Sufi orders, and intellectual movements the opportunity to freely
propagate their ideas. The Sayyids did not remain unaffected by this newfound
freedom, and some prominent families seized the chance to step into politics and
gain power, establishing even small local governments like the Marashis.
Besides the governments established by the Sayyids, Timur and his successors
held great respect for them, often elevating them to high positions in the
administrative structure of the Timurid state. The Sayyid community, especially
their well-known families, played a mediating role due to their social status and
noble lineage, acting as intermediaries between the ruling elite and the common
people. This intermediary role and the mutual respect between the elite and the
commoners allowed them to actively participate in political and social spheres,
serving as a refuge for the masses during crises like wars. In light of these
characteristics, the present research examines the role of the Sayyids during the
Timurid era as a middle class between the elite and the commoners, raising the
guestion of how the Sayyids acted as intermediaries between these two classes
during the Timurid rule and what results their actions had on society. The
research methodology employed in this paper is descriptive-analytical research,
and data collection is library-based.

Keywords: Timurids, elite class, commoners, Sayyid class, intermediaries



