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Abstract

Following the coup d’état of August 19, 1953, the Iranian state assumed full
control over the cultural and educational spheres. One of the most significant
cultural initiatives during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah was the
implementation of a nationwide public education plan, aimed at providing broad
access to education across the country. The objective of this initiative was to
ensure that all segments of society—particularly those in rural and underdeveloped
areas—benefited from educational opportunities. The model of development
envisioned by the Shah was based on Western countries; consequently, it was
expected that he would adopt the key components of Western modernization. From
its inception, modern education in Iran was modeled after Western systems,
especially American educational programs. This raises a central question: to what
extent was the transformation of the educational system during the Pahlavi era
shaped by Western policies? This study argues that the development of education
during the Pahlavi period, particularly under Mohammad Reza Shah, was heavily

influenced by Western—primarily American—educational strategies. Beyond



addressing the evolution of education in this era, the study seeks to clarify the role
of foreign intervention in shaping Iran’s educational policies. The research
methodology is based on library research and the analysis of archival documents in
order to achieve a more comprehensive understanding of educational policymaking

during the Pahlavi period.

Keywords: Education, United States, Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza Shah



