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An Introduction to Legalism and Liberalism
In Iranian Constitutional Discourse

Abstract
Legalism as the central feature of Iranian constitutional discourse in
steady connection with the subordinate feature of liberalism was the
most important factor of identifying the mentioned discourse in
contrast with the foe and opponent discourse that is, despotism. The
process of otherness in Constitutional Discourse was, more than
anything else, based on rational defense of rule of law and
emancipation from despotism. In contrast, despotic discourse
attempted to prove the king's divine right to continue autocracy
through superstitious and reactionary interpretation of religion. The
conflicts of the discourses were accompanied by distinguishing the
central features of each side and rejecting the feature of the opponent
discourse and following the supremacy the semantic order of
constitutionalism and it's embracing the public thoughts, the
outcome of which was the victory of constitutional movement in the
form of a structure of the despotic order. The representation of the
political, economic, cultural and ideological conditions in the
constitutional era reveals the grounds of the mentioned discourse
supremacy over the dominant discourse and the autocratic order.
The present study attempts to reveal the position of the central
elements of law and freedom and their relation by discourse analysis
of constitutionalism and describing its articulation order in
competition with the discourse.
Keywords: constitutionalism, discourse, law, freedom, Iran



