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From Baghdad to Cairo: The Restoration of the Abbasid Caliphate under
Mamluk Support

Abstract:

After the fall of Baghdad in 1258 CE to the Mongols, the Abbasid Caliphate as an
independent political power disappeared. However, in 1261 CE, the Egyptian
Mamluks, led by Sultan Baybars, restored the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo. This
action had important consequences in the political and religious arena of the Islamic
world and caused the centrality of the caliphate to shift from Baghdad to Cairo.

The main question of this research is how and with what goals the Mamluks restored
and consolidated the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo after the fall of Baghdad. The
research hypothesis is based on the fact that by restoring the Abbasid Caliphate, the
Mamluks strengthened the religious and political legitimacy of their government and
used it as a tool to confront external threats, especially the Mongols and the
Crusaders. The research method of this research is historical-analytical and the data
were collected through library studies.



The results of the research show that the revival of the Abbasid Caliphate in Cairo,
although lacking real political power, played a key role in consolidating Mamluk
authority and transferring the center of the Islamic world to Cairo. This caliphate
lasted until 1517 AD and served as a symbol of the continuity of the Islamic
caliphate, legitimizing Mamluk rule and a tool for religious unity against external
threats.

Keywords: Mamluks, Abbasid Caliphate, Baghdad, Cairo, Mongols
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