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Economic-Commercial Relations of Iran and Russia: From the Constitutional
Revolution to the Coup of August 18, 1953

The economic relations between Iran and Russia have always been a function of Russia's
political paradigm towards Iran. According to this paradigm, the disarray of political forces
and the intensification of political disputes in Iran were not only promoted as an official duty
by Tsarism but also the exploitation of Russia's economic and commercial interests, especially
in northern Iran, was an inevitable consequence of such a policy. Therefore, the purpose of the
present research is to recognize and explain the influential components of the economic-trade
relations between Iran and Russia during the period between the Constitutional Revolution and
the coup of August 19, 1953. From 1906 to 1953, that is, from the era of the Constitutional
Revolution to the period of the absolute monarchy of Reza Shah, the intertwining of Iran's
politics and economy, particularly in its relations with its neighbors, was such that the
economic-commercial ups and downs cannot be explained without considering political
developments. This long period can be viewed from one side as an internal struggle for freedom
and justice and the constitutional monarchy, and on the other side, as a testament to the triumph
of a modernity movement that was economically developmental and politically authoritarian.
Russia, as Iran's northern neighbor, effectively exploited Iran's internal tensions for its political
and economic interests. During the era of the Constitutional Revolution, in the conflict between
just and authoritarian forces, in order to maintain its traditional role in the politics and economy
of northern Iran, Russia supported the monarchy's despotism. However, with the arrival of Reza
Shah as a representative of development-oriented modernism but politically blind and
authoritarian, Russia quickly realized Iran's inclination towards the West. Therefore,
politically, it returned to its historical position as a powerful and interventionist neighbor,
weakening Iran's position in the regional and international arena, and economically became a
major factor in marginalizing Britain's historical role in Iran's macroeconomic policies. The
main question of the present research is: What are the components that influenced the growth
and development of commercial relations between Iran and Russia from the Constitutional
Revolution to the coup of August 19, 1953? The research findings indicate that during the era
of the Constitutional Revolution, the development of commercial relations between Iran and
Russia was influenced by the component of Russia's historical and traditional position in Iran's
internal politics. However, during the reign of Reza Shah, the most important factor in the
development of commercial relations between Russia and Iran was its extensive activity in
northern Iran's customs and the increase in both small and large trade exchanges due to the
reduction.

Keywords: Foreign Trade, Trade Relations, Economic Relations History, Iran, Russia.
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